UNCLASSIFIED - ON4324

FUNDING FOR THE NEW SCHOOL AT THE ATTAWAPISKAT FIRST NATION

(Informétion for the Associate Deputy Minister)
DATE .
. Novembel; 13 '2007
PURPOSE

. To provide you with an update on funding for the new school at the
Attawapiskat First Nation,
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SUMMARY

» You are being asked to respond to lobbyist Leonard Domino & Associates
Incorporated, to discuss funding approval for the new elementary school at the
Attawapiskat First Nation.

» The First Nation wants to construct a new elementary school to provincial
standards, as opposed to Indian and Northern Affairs Canada’s school space
accommodation standards. This will result in the construction of a larger
school. The First Nation intends to secure bank financing for the costs over
and above the school space accommodation standards.

» On September 26, 2007, the First Nation was told that the school is not in the
Long Term Five-Year Capital Plan due to other priorities and that the Minister
does not have the authority to provide a guarantee for infrastructure projects.

» Another barrier is that the First Nation wants the Department to pay the
interest as well as pay higher tuition rates for a longer period of time to service
the debt.

» The First Nation is to proceed with the funding approval process in preparation
for funds becoming available in the future if and when the school is placed on
the Long Term Five-Year Capital Plan. The school will be reconsidered for
inclusion on the Capital Plan after the water projects and other more pressing
funding pressures have been addressed.

» The Region stated that it would be willing to work with the First Nation to
explore alternative financing options. The nature of the alternative financing
options cannot be determined at this time. Departmental officials have
repeatedly stated that funding is not currently available within the Region for a
new school.

* The Department should proceed with preliminary project approval process in
preparation of presenting this project to Treasury Board for their consideration
some time in the future.
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BACKGROUND

. The Attawapiskat First Nation Education Authority, by way of a Band Council
Resolution, closed the community's elementary school on
May 11, 2000, due to health and safety concerns related to fuel
contamination. After examining several options, a decision was made to build
portables as a temporary solution to delivering the elementary education
program.

. The First Nation wants to construct a new elementary school to provincial
standards, as opposed to the Department’s school space accommodation
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standards. This will result in the construction of a larger school. The First
Nation intends to secure bank financing for the costs over and above the
school space accommodation standards.

. The Department provided $194,718 to the First Nation in 2006-2007, to
prepare a School Capital Planning Study. The study has been completed and
will provide the information required for the preparation of funding approval
documents and a Treasury Board submission, in the event that the schoal is

placed on the Long Term Capital Plan.

. OnSeptember 26, 2007, Leigh Jessen, Associate Regional Director
General—North, and Marc Brooks, Director General, met with Attawapiskat
First Nation, LLeonard Domino and Associates and
B. H. Martin Architects. The group was seeking a Ministerial Guarantee on a
bank loan in the amount of $30 million which would allow the First Nation to
construct a new elementary school.

. They were told that the school is not on the Long Term Capital Plan and that
the Minister does not have the authority to provide a guarantee for
infrastructure projects.

CURRENT STATUS

. The First Nation and the Department have agreed upon the floor area that is
eligible for funding, and the Ontario Region is awaiting the final version of the
feasibility study. :

. Leonard Domino has recently called you to ask for your support for the school
project.
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. On October 31, 2007, the Ontario Region returned the call to Leonard
Domino who said that he wanted to inform you that the First Nation is willing
to utilize the Alternative to School Capital Funding model, which would spread
the cost of the school over a number of years, and further, that their bank has
provided an approval-in-principle for this approach.

. Ontario Region has repeatedly informed Mr. Domino and the First Nation that
the Department would not enter into an Alternative to School Capital Funding
model.

CONSIDERATIONS

s.20(1)(b)
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. The Attawapiskat First Nation School is not on the Ontario Region’s Long-
term Major Capital Plan due to increased funding pressures and regional
priorities for water. The elementary school program is currently being
delivered in portable classrooms and the high school, with no risk to the
health and safety of the students.

NEXT STEPS

. The Ontario Region is willing to work with the First Nation to explore
alternative financing options in conjunction with a Treasury Board
submission. The nature of the alternative financing options cannot be
determined at this time.

. The Ontario Region advises that the Department should proceed with
preliminary project approval process in preparation of presenting this project
to Treasury Board for their consideration some time in the future. The
preliminary project approval process will provide the Department with the
authority to fund the design stage, including site investigation work, and will
‘form the basis of the submission to Treasury Board.

RECOMMENDATION

. It is recommended that you return the phone call to Mr. Len Domino and
deliver the messages below.

KEY MESSAGES

s The Department is willing to work with the First Nation to explore
alternative financing options but the current system does not allow much
room for innovation.
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» The First Nation is to proceed with the funding approval process in
preparation for funds becoming available in the future if and when the
school is placed on the Long Term Five-Year Capital Plan.

* The Attawapiskat First Nation School is hot on the Ontario Region's Long
Term Capital Plan due to increased funding pressures and regional
priorities for water.

» The school will be reconsidered for inclusion on the Capital Plan after the
water projects and other more pressing funding pressures have been
addressed.

» The Minister does not have the authority to provide a guarantee for
infrastructure projects.

ORIGINATOR:

Brian Holm/ON/FSN/(807) 624-1549/ms Date created: March 14, 2007
Revised by Sean Stuckless Updated on November 8, 2007
Cidm 156450
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FUNDING FOR THE NEW SCHOOL AT THE ATTAWAPISKAT FlRST NATION

(Information for Associate Deputy Minister)
DATE
November 22, 2007
PURPOSE |

To provide you with a summary of correspondence and meetings held related to funding for
the new school at the Attawapiskat First Nation.
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SUMMARY

- On November 22, 2005, the former Regional Director General for Ontario (RDG) met
with the First Nation following a verbal commitment from former Minister
Andy Scott to seriously examine funding a new elementary school in the community.

- Ina letter dated December 5, 2005, from the former RDG, details about how a new
school may potentially be funded are outlined. Specifically, Indian and Northern Affairs
Canada (INAC) would provide the First Nation with an enhanced tuition agreement as
the school was not in the Long Term Five-Year Capital Plan.

« On September 26, 2007, the First Nation was told again that the J. R. Nakogee School
is not in the Long Term Five-Year Capital Plan due to other priorities and that the
Minister does not have the authority to provide a Ministerial Loan Guarantee for major
capital projects. Correspondence of December 4, 2006 from the former Minister states
that the Minister was not prepared to provide the lender with a Ministerial Loan
Guarantee prior to Treasury Board approval.

» Another barrier is that the First Nation wants the Department to pay the interest costs as
well as pay higher tuition rates for a longer period of time to service the debt.

. The First Nation is to proceed with the funding approval process in preparation for funds
becoming available in the future if and when the school is placed on the
Long Term Five-Year Capital Plan. The school will be reconsidered for inclusion on the
Capital Plan after the water projects and other more pressing funding pressures have
been addressed.

- The Ontario Region has continually worked with the First Nation to explore alternative
financing options. Departmental officials have repeatedly stated that funding is not
currently available within the Region for a new school beyond the discussed alternative
tution model which would not likely be enough money to cover a $30 million loan.

« The Department should proceed with preliminary project approval process in
preparation of presenting this project to Treasury Board for its consideration at some
time in the future.

BACKGROUND

. The Attawapiskat First Nation Education Authority, by way of a Band Council
Resolution, closed the community’s elementary school on May 11, 2000, due to health
and safety concerns related to fuel contamination. After examining several options, a
decision was made to build portables as a temporary solution to delivering the
elementary education program.

. The Department provided $194,718 to the First Nation in 2006-2007, to prepare a
School Capital Planning Study. The study is undergoing final revisions and will provide
the information required for the preparation of funding approval documents anda -
Treasury Board submission, in the event that the school is placed on the Long Term
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Capital Plan.

Principle and interest on the loan would be retired, as funds were made available on the
Ontario Region’'s Long Term Capital Plan.

On November 22, 2005 the former Regional Director General (RDG) Ontario met with
the Attawapiskat First Nation Education Authority and their advisors. (Refer to Annex A
- Foliow up letter of December 5, 2005, which summarizes commitments made at the
meeting.)

On February 8, 2006, the Director of Funding Services North and Manager of Capital
North met with the Chief, the Education Director and their advisors in Timmins,
Ontario, to discuss the funding approval process. The First Nation presented a
proposal to use a bank loan to bridge finance the construction in order to start the
project as soon as possible. INAC could not commit to this alternative method of
financing since Treasury Board approval of the project had not been granted. An
interim funding request for a gravel haul was also denied.

On April 12, 2006, Ontario regional officials met with the First Nation Education
Authority and the School Capital Planning study consultant at B.H. Martin Architect’s
office in Timmins, Ontario. The Director of Funding Services North stated that the
Alternate to School Capital funding regime did not apply in this case. He also clarified
that the RDG wrote that there is a process to follow in order to obtain funding approval.
On July 5, 2006, the Attawapiskat First Nation Education Authority (AFNEA) made a
presentation to the Associate Regional Director General North and Director of Funding
Services in Thunder Bay, Ontario. Issues presented were: funding for the new school,
the addition to reserve application, and the demolition of the old elementary school.

On September 13, 20086, the former Minister met with the First Nation in Timmins.

On November 29, 2006, Ontario regional officials met with the Attawapiskat First
Nation in Toronto to receive a copy of the study and to continue to discuss financing
options and the implementation schedule.

The First Nation expects to negotiate an Alternative to Education Capital Approach with
INAC to allow them to construct its own school. Tuition savings and interim bank
financing would be required for this approach. A draft tuition proposal provided by the
First Nation showed a cost per student above acceptable education funding levels.
Another financing option is a rental agreement between the First Nation and INAC.
Under this approach the Department {or a private investor) would construct the school
and the First Nation would pay an annual rental fee to the owner. Should the First
Nation seek to increase the size or the scope of the project, it will need to do so by
creating partnerships.

On March 23, 2007, the Associate Regional Director General North, Director of
Funding Services, Manager of Capital and technical support staff met with the
Attawapiskat First Nation Education Authority, Mr. Len Domino, Mr. Barry Martin and
Mr. Bill Blake to discuss enrolment projections and their effect on school size. The
Associate Regional Director General North did not accept the First Nation's arguments
for increased enrolments due to DeBeers and families returning to Attawapiskat. She
also requested that tuition agreements be removed from the table, since they do not
apply.

On June 19, 2007, the Attawapiskat First Nation Education Authority met with Ontario
regional officials in Thunder Bay, Ontario. The Associate Regional Director General
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North and Director Funding Services North sent their regrets. First Nation advisors in
attendance were Mr. Leonard Domino, Mr. Rory Demetrioff, Mr. Bill Blake, and Mr.
Barry Martin. The main topic of discussion was the size of the new school. INAC
agreed to include additional area for an evacuation centre, but not extra space for
special education, without Director approval.

. On September 26, 2007, Associate Regional Director General North, and Marc Brooks,
Director General, met with the Attawapiskat First Nation, Leonard Domino and
Associates and B. H. Martin Architects. The group was seeking a Ministerial Guarantee
on a bank loan in the amount of $30 million, which would allow the First Nation to
construct a new elementary school.

. They were told that the school is not on the Long Term Capital Plan and that you do not
have the authority to provide a guarantee for capital projects.

. On October 31, 2007, the Ontario Region returned the call to Mr. Leonard Domino who
said that he wanted to inform INAC that the First Nation is willing to utilize the
Alternative to School Capital Funding model, which would spread the cost of the school
over a number of years, and further, that their bank has provided an approval-in-
principle for this approach.

. The Ontario Region has repeatedly informed Mr. Domino and the First Nation that the
Department would not enter into an Alternative to School Capital Funding model and
that.a Tuition Agreement does not apply in this case.

. Mr. Leonard Domino e-mailed Mr. Neil Yeates, Associate Deputy Minister on November
16, 2007, as a foliow up to their teleconference on November 15, 2007, o provide the
Associate Deputy Minister with evidence of INAC's support for the school project. The
former RDG's December 5, 2005 letter in particular provides “a summation of INAC's
commitments and related understandings” which were discussed at a November 22,
2005 meeting.

CURRENT STATUS
. The Ontario Region is awaiting the final version of the feasibility study.
. The Attawapiskat First Nation School is not on the Ontario Region's Long Term Five

Year Major Capital Plan due to increased funding pressures and regional
priorities for water. The elementary school program is currently being delivered in
portable classrooms and the high school, with no risk to the health and safety of 5.20(1)(b)
~ elementary students.

NEXT STEPS

. The Ontario Region is willing to work with the First Nation to explore alternative
financing options in conjunction with a Treasury Board submission. The nature of the
alternative financing options cannot be determined at this time.
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. The Ontario Region advises that the First Nation should proceed with the preliminary
project approval process in preparation of presenting this project to Treasury Board for
its consideration some time in the future. The preliminary project approval will provide
the Department with the authority to fund the design stage, including site investigation
work, and will form the basis of the submission to Treasury Board.

ORIGINATOR: ‘
Brian Holm/ON/FSN/(807) 624-1549/aw
Date created: November 19, 2007

Annexes: Annex A - Correspondence Concerning Attawapiskat School
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REGIONAL

Date Author
August 3, 2007 Brian Holm
July 30, 2007 Brian Holm

December 29, 2006  Brian Holm

March 27, 2006 J. Young
March 28, 2006 R. Howsam
February 11, 2006 J. Young

December 5, 2005 R. Howsam

MINISTERIAL

December 4, 2006

May 6, 2005

UNCLASSIFIED ~ ON4343

Annex A

Subject

Agreement reached on size of new school.

Outstanding conditions for funding approval.

INAC's interpretation of RDG’s December 5, 2006 letter.
Reference made to Minister's December 4, 2006 letter.
Attachment detailing outstanding conditions for approval.
Details of the funding approval process.

Funding approval process including requirement for
Treasury Board authority.

Follow up to February 8, 2006 meeting in Timmins,
Ontario.

INAC commitments made during a meeting held on
November 22, 2005.

Response to June 27, 2006 to Premier of Ontario and
September 20, 2006 and October 11, 2006 letters to
the Minister.

Follow up to September 13, 2006, meeting in Timmins,
Ontario and outlined conditions for funding approval
including Treasury Board approval and next steps in
INAC's Funding approval process.

Response to proposal concerning the replacement of
The J.R. Nakogee School. Outlined next steps in
funding approval process.
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From: Susan Bertrand

Sent: 1/28/2008 3:52:32 PM

To: Greg Coleman

CcC:

BCC:

Subject: Storyline - Attawapiskal School
Greg,

7'd like your backing to send the following information up to Diane L., and am wondering if we should get
Deborah's as well,

In order to pravide MO with guidance with respect to responding to media comments on Attawapiskat, Diane has
requested info which will pravide the facts around the First Nation's insistence that comrnitments have been made
by three former Ministers.

The content below is taken from dockets and responses which have already been sent by previous Ministers’
Offices. There's also a few references to media interviews.

Diane is Jooking for this info ASAP.

RN R R A KRR KK kKK

In terins of substantiation of commitments by former Ministers, according to briefing notes, dockets, and media
reports, here's what we've managed to come up with: '

May §, 2005 - Letter from former Minister Soott to Chief Carpenter indicating Department Is prepared t©
continue with the community's school project and has approved funding for a school capitat planning studly.
(Interpretation by FN could be that of suppart by INAC)

June 13, 2005 - Letters to FN students saying “...the situation will continue while plans are being made for a new
school, And...I appredate your patience while we develop the new school.”

Charlie Angus statemment on Kashechewan Task Force, MP's web page, “summer 2005": "(Andy) Scott
has signalled a willingness to address the need for a new school in Attawapiskat ..., Angus said he is hopeful that
a new school in Attawapliskat will finally be realized. We will be meeting with the Minister in early September to
finalize plans on the school. Minister Scott has indicated a wiliingness to work with the comrnunities and 1 wilt be
working closely with his office to ensure that we move forward on these issues.”

Interview, Timmins Daily Press, August 20, 2005:

The Daily Press (TDP): Thank you for this, Mr. Scott. There has been much anticipation among the Northern First
Nations for your vislt. So far, one of the main issues has been the Attawapiskat school situation. Does the federal
government have anything planned?

Andy Scott (AS): Absohitely. (We want ta) accelerate the discussions that are going on between (the First Nations)
and the department. We are committed to the school and we have a process that as a department we must go
through refative to the Treasury Board and S0 on. It just bacomes a guestion of giving It the kind of intensity that
woukd have this happen more quickly than otherwise, But et there be no mistake - the Government of Canada is
committed to and in the process of the process that would see the construction of the school ...

TDP: So basically you have no idea on a balipark timeframe for this to take place?

AS: Because we're here, because of our commitment to this project, my personal commitment to this project, all T
would say is that whatever it would normally take, it will take a little less than that. [ knew when I came here
that: this would be one of the issues that came up and we will meet that challenge, and we will get this done."
August 24, 2005 - Letter to CIiff Whitfied from Minister Scott, indicating that INAC is prepared to continue with
the funding approval process for a new school, and the Department has already approved funding for a school
capital planning study.

Qctober 2, 2005 - Letter (o a Ms. Fréymond, Attawapiskat Education Authority: Same comimilment as above.

Wawatay News, 17 Nov 05: "Timmins-James Bay MP Charlie Angus and MPP Gilles Bisson announced plans for
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the new school, Nov, 11, which will meet the standard of those bufit across the province. Indian and Northern
Affalrs Canada will fund the education Facility .... While Bisson said the school is long overdue, the timing of
INAC's announcement didn't surprise him...." (Note no attribution for statements associated with INAC)

December 4, 2008 - Letter from Minister Prentice to Chief Carpenter indicating "1 plan ta support your funding
request at the Treasury Board, but T am not prepared to provide the lender with a Ministerial Loary Guarantee........

In addition to the above, a letter from the First Nation to former Minister Nault on September 14, 2000 also
makes mention of hosting the former Minister in Attawapiskat “during the elections for the Grand Chief of the
Nishnawbe-aski Nation (NAN) in July.” Later, the letter states that "When you made your remarks during the NAN
assembly about sur new school, it was not our understanding that it would begin after ten years. Our expectation
is that the schoo) would be operational within two to three years.”

We cannot find any documentation to substantiate the former Minister's statements, Further, In “Press Lines"
dated Apri 18, 2001, written to support an interview with CBC Sudbury, there is an “If Pressed" line “regarding the
alleged Ministerial commitment of a school in three years.” The kne indicates that Ontaric Regicn is not aware of
any such commitment.

FRREAFAXERERES £ HKIKT XK

Susan
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From: Gus Foresto

To: Joseph Young; Paul Mountjoy
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2007 3:41:59 PM
Subject: SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION ASK

Paul

After discussions with Joe/Richard/Art/myself | | have made revisions to the existing information contained
in CIDM # 198761.
Gus

CC: Art Mauro; Richard Earl
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Priority 2

Information T Response
.
School Name North Spint School
Project Cost $9,500,000. Class “C” estimate

Peried of Funding | 2009 — $2,000,000. , 2010 - $7,500,000.

Policy Criteria Health and safety requirements, overcrowding

Rational
1) existing school in need of extensive repairs

2) remote community, so flying students to Sioux Lookout is not feasible
3) student overcrowding in classrooms
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Priority 3

Information Response T
School Name Attawapiskat School
Project Cost $28,500,000. Class “C” estimate

Period of Funding | 2009 - $9,500,000., 2010 - § 18,000,000. , 2011 - $1,000,000.

Policy Criteria Health and Safety requirements, overcrowding, curriculum requirements

Rational
1) existing portables are in need of extensive repairs

2) remote community, so flying students to Timmins is not feasible

3) student overcrowding in classrooms ,

4) existing elementary school was closed five years ago and condemned
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From: Greg Colernan

Sent: 311212008 2:50:58 PM

To: Jessen, Leigh;Maurice, Kelly;Crimp, Tanya;Horne, Faye;Maguire, Bob
CC: Bertrand, Susan

BCC:

Subject: Weekly Issues Management report for the Sr. ADM -- Ontario

For your approval and forwarding.
Thanks - Greg
<<< NEW ITEMS / SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS >

> Ontaric Region school issues ! Requests for new schoals

Latest Development

Cn March 10, 2008, MP Charlie Angus raised the issue of a new school for Altawapiskat a second time in the House. MP
Angus also raised the need for a new school at Rocky Bay First Nation, noting that the current school cantains ashestos,
mould and “over stressed beams and a roof that risks collapse from strong winds or heavy snowfall." .

On March 11, 2008, the Toronto Star published an editorial quoting MP Angus stating "in December the Conservative
government suddenly put on hotd a well-developed pian to build a new school in Attawapiskat.” The editorial also noted
that a number of school projects are being defayed due to a lack of funding.. Letters to the editor appeared in the paper
on March 12, 2008 indicating that the Government of Canada “doesn't care” about the health and safety of First Nations
students. A Letter to the editor from Minister Strahl In response to these editorials is being deveioped.

School issues in Ontario Region are gamnering increasing media attention. It is also expected that school issues In other
regions may also begin to be raised. For this reason, Headquarters Communications is hiring a PR firm, Hill and
Knowlton, to develop a communications strategy and related products to address this issue.

Medfa reports indicate that a letter writing campaign to the Government of Canada is under way to highlight the concerns
of Attawapiskat residents regarding the need for & new school. A video posted to the YouTube web page is also
supporting the campaign. Students at a number of schools in Ontario, including a high school in Toronto, have pubiicly
committed to writing letters to the Minister as well as to students in Attawapiskat to show their support.

Backaground
On Jan. 24, 2008, MP Angus held a news conference in Attawapiskat First Nation regarding delays in construction of a

new school. AFN National Chief Phil Fontaine also visited the community on January 22. MP Angus and the Chief have
also written to the Minister regarding this issue. Responses have been based on MO approved media fines.

There has been extensive media coverage of this issue (Toronto Star, Canadian Press/Broadcast News, Timmins Daily
Press, CBC Radio and Radio-Canada Sudbury, CICI-TV Sudbury, Q92 and Easy Rock Timmins) referencing “a five year
moratorium on school construction” in Ontario, "cancefation of funding" and pramises made by three Ministers. MP Angus
raised the issue in the House of Commons during Oral Questions on January 31, 2008 and told the Canadian Press he Is
"launching a national campaign to raise cash for “Third Warld" (Aberiginal) schools in Canada.”

There is no moratorium in any of our capital budget areas. Due to unusual funding pressures, INAC Ontario Region is
reviewing its capital budget on an ongoing basis to ensure health and safety concerns are addressed. No projects are
cancelled. Given current budgetary constraints, funding for the Attawapiskat school is not currently in the long term
capital plan.

INAC provided Attawapiskat with more than $5.1 million for temporary classroom accommodations and an addition to the
existing high school, induding three new classrooms and washrooms to allow elementary school students to share the
Facility, A Health Canada inspection of the high school conducted on Jun, 13, 2007, found na immediate health or safety
CONCErns.

The Ficst Nation is working on a Schoal Copital Planning Study. INAC and the First Nation have agreed upon the projected
enrolment figures, which determine the size of the facility. INAC received the final draft of the study on Nov. 29, 2007,
and is currentty reviewing the document.

A briefing note and Question Period Card are available. Media Lines are being updated.

> First Nations Technical Institute (FNTI} / Funding

Latest Developments

Another meeting of the parties to further discuss these issues was held on March 5, 2008. INAC continues to support
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From: Greg Coleman

Sent: 1/23/2008 12:30:55 PM

To: Maguire, Bob

cC: Jessen, Leigh;Crimp, Tanya;Richardson, Deborah

BCC:

Subject: Ontario Issues Management Report for Sr. ADM -- Jan. 23

Below, please find draft e=mall for Sr. ADM. Tanya forwards to the Sr. ADM's office if you approve.
- Greg
<<< NEW ITEMS / SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS >>>

> Attawapiskat / Request for new elementary schoot .

0On Jan. 15, 2008, media reported that a public meeting was held in Attawapiskat regarding delays in construction of a
new school. On Jan. 21, 2008, 2 Timmins radic outlet made reference to "cancellation of funding” for the new school. In
a Timmins Daily Press article on Jar, 22, 2008, Timmins-James Bay MP Chariie Angus accused the government of not
making Fiest Nation's education a priority. MP Angus and the Chief have also written to the Minister regarding this issue.
Responses are belng prepared based on media fnes approved this morning. .

Two media enquiries to INAC Ontario Region Commiumications (CP and Timmins Daily Press) enquired about "a fiva year
moratonitim on schoot construction” in Ontario, According to media, AFN National Chief Phil Fontaine will visit the
community on Jan. 22, and MP Angus will visit on Jan. 24.

There is no moratorium in any of our capital budget areas, and INAC continues to pravide funding for school projects in
Ontario First Nation communities. Due to unusual funding pressures, INAC Ontario Region is reviewing its capital budget
on an ongoing basis to ensure health and safety concems are addressed. No projects are cancelled. Given current
budgetary constraints, funding for the Abbswapiskat school is not currently in the long term capital plan,

TMAC provided Attawapiskat with more than $3 million for temporary dassroom accommedations, and more than
$250,000 to modify space in the high school to allow elementary school students fo share the facllity. A Health Canada
Inspection of the high school conducted on Jun. 13, 2007, found no immediate health or safety concerns.

The First Nation is working on a School Capital Planhing Study. INAC and the First Naticn have agreed upon the projected
enrolment figures, which determine the size of the fadllity. INAC received the final draft of the study on Nov. 29, 2007,
and is currently reviewing the document,

A briefing note, Question Period Card, and media lines are being updated and approved taday.

> First Nations Technical Institute (FNTI) / Funding
In an e-mail to the Department on Jan, B, 2008, the AFN expressed its concerns with the possibie cosure of the FNTT due
to inadequate funding,

On Jan. 22, 2008, the Belleville Intelligencer reported that the FNTI faces a "very real” threat of closure, if the federal and
provincial governments don't provide more money. Ontario Reglon Communications has received two media enquiries
(Cornwall Standard Freeholder, Belleville Intelligencer) on this issue and wilt respond once HG-approved lines are
available.

For 2007-2008, INAC provided $520,000 through the Indian Studies Support Program (1$5P), and ane-time funding of
3978,000 through various funding resources that are not intended to provide ongoing support for post-secondary
institutions.

The majority of Fost-secondary Institutions have private sector support in addition to alumni support to offset the costs of
post-secondary education. Departmentat officials have encouraged FNTI to seek additional finaricial support outside the
federal and provincial govarniments. INAC provided resources to help FNTI devetop business plans that would identify
alternative public and private partnerships in order to fulfill its strategic plan and achieve its budgetary requirements for
future yaars.

FNTI continues to set its own tuition fees. INAC has encauraged FNTI to carry out an assessment of tuitions ta ensure
that the institution can meet Its operational program delivery costs, capital and rental charges. By charging tuition fees to
levels equivalent to those of other provincial institutions, additional operating funding may be recovered.

INAC officials continue to work within current authorities in an effort to ensure equitable resourcing for approved
programs and services. We also continue work with FNT] to identify and develop other resourcing strategles.
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From: Greg Coleman

Sent: 2/20/2008 3:48:08 PM

To: Jessen, Leigh;Crimp, Tanya;Maguire, Bob;Richardson, Deborah
CcC: Bertrand, Susan

BCC:

Subject: Ontario Issues Management E-mait for Sr. ADM — Feb. 20, 2008

Draft for your consideration. Please note we're very short-staffed so this may not be quite as polished as usual.

« Greg B

TWO-WEEK LOOKAHEAD FOR SADM

February 20, 2008

<< < NEW [TEMS / SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS >>>

> Mushkegowuk Tribal Cauncil/Request for payment of $1.2 million

The Mushkegowuk Tribal Council {MTC) Is requesting payment of an additional $1.2 million in expenses assoclated with a
60-home renovation project at Kashechewan. MTC advised INAC Ontario Region that it intends to communieate its
request to the Minjster's Office.

INAC Ontario Region, in collaboration with the Audit and Evaluation Brancly, will conduct a prefiminary finahciat
performance assessment of the project 50 that an informed dedision may be made regarding the additional $1.2 million
requested by MTC

It is expected that MTC and/or its member First Nations may bring this issue to the attention of the media. As of Feb. 20,
2008, Ontario Reglon Communications has not received any media calls on this issue.

Background

In 2005, the MTC, in collaboration with Kashechewan First Nation, established a major rengvation plan for 60 homes. The
Department agreed 1o support the project at a cost of approximately $9.8 miion.

Since 2006, MTC provided additional information, and received increases in funding to bring the total expenditures to
date on the project to $11.3 million.

In December 2007, MTC requested payment of an additional §1.2 miffion in costs related to the project.
A briefing note and media lines are currendy in regional approvals,

> Attawapiskat / Request for new elementary schoal

Latest Development

Medha reports of feb. 16, 2008, Indicate that a fetter writing campaign to the Government of Canada is under way to
hightight the concerns of Attawapiskat residents regarding the need for a new school.

On February 13, 2008, the Timmins Daily Press ( hitp:/Axrl.us/bfSaw ) quoted Ontario Education Minister Kathleen Wynne
saying she is “opan to discussing the Idea (of) “blended" (provincial/federal) jurisdiction" for schools In remote Ontaric
First Nations. The article did not give detafis of how this couid work. An editorial on February 12 ( http://xrl.us/bfsay )
also endorsed the idea.

Background

On Jan, 24, 2008, MP Angus held 8 news conference in Attawapiskat First Nation regarcing delays in construction of 3
new school. A transcript of the news conference quotes MP Angus as saying that three Ministers Yhave signed off on, a
plan that the community would actually build their own school,” AFN National Chief Phil Fortaine aiso visited the
community on January 22. MP Angus and the Chief have also written to the Minister regarding this issue. Responses have
been based on MO approved media lines.

There has been extensive media coverage of this issue (Canadian Press/Broadcast News, Timmins Daily Press, CBC Radio
and Radio-Canada Sudbury, CICI-TV Sudbury, Q92 and Easy Rock Timmins) referencing "a five year moratorium on
schoal construction” in Ontario, "cancelfation of funding” and promises made by three Ministers. MP Anguss raised the
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issue in the House of Commans during Oral Questions on January 31, 2008 and told the Canadian Press he is "launching
a national campaign to raise cash for "“Third World" {Aboriginal} schools in Canada.”

There is no moratorium in any of our capital budget areas. Dug to unisual funding pressures, INAC Ontario Region is
reviewing its capital budget on an ongoing basis to ensure health and safety concems are addressed, No projects are
cancelled. Given current budgetary constraints, funding for the Attawaplskat schaol Is not currently in the long term
capital plan.

INAC provided Attawapiskat with more than $5.1 rillion for temporary dassroom accommodations and an addition to the
existing high school, including three new classrooms and washrooms to alfow elementary school students to share the
facility, A Hesith Canada inspection of the high school conducted on Jun. 13, 2007, found no immediate health or safety
concerns,

The First Natlon is working on & Schoo! Capitai Planning Study. INAC and the First Naticn have agreed upon the projected
enrolment figures, which determine the size of the facility, INAC received the final draft of the study on Nov, 23, 2007,
and Is currently reviewing the document. ’

A Briefing Note and Question Period Card are avaitable. Media Lines are being updated.

> First Nations Technical Institute (FNTT} / Funding
Latest Developments

INAC Ontario Region and Minister's Office offidals met with representatives of FNTI, MP-Daryl ¥ramp, and MPP Leona
Dombrowsky on Tuesday, Feb, 19, 2008. INAC officials presented 2 letter to FNTT outlining 2n offer to fund a strategic
business consuitant to assist FNTI in developing a business plan. According to INAC officials attending the meeting, FNTL
did not view this offer as beneficial, and stated that $2.5 million in federal funding is required to remain viable.

On Feb. 12, 2008, Ontaric Region Communications received a vequest from a Globe and Mail reporter for two reports
regarding Aboriginal post-secondary education/institutions: respanse to the report and recormmendations of the
Parfiamentary Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs entitled "No Higher Priority, Aboriginal Post-Secondary Education”
dated June 12, 2007; and Report on Indigenous post-Secondary Institutions, dated March 2006, which was commissioned
by the AFN/INAC working group on post-econdary education. This request was forwarded to, and has been responded to
by, HQ Public Affairs. #Q Communications also agdvised that 2 technical briefing is being amanged for the reparter,
hewvever Ontario Region Communications has not been advised of when this briefing wiil take place.

A Letter to the Editor from Minister Strabl appeared in the Toronta Star ot Febi. § notiig that FNTT's "2008-09 business
plan already includes a defidit in antiapation of ance again calling for more money, while seven other (A)boriginal post-
secondary Institutions in Ontario have not received emergency funding for programiming since 2003.°

An editorial appeared in the Toronto Star on Feb. 6, 2008 noting that the Institute will close at the end of this school year
"unless federal Indian Affairs Minister Chuck Strabl cornes to his senses,” Ontario Region Communications was not
cantacted by the media outlet for comment prior to the pubdishing of the editorial.

That same day, Member of Pasiament, Jean Crowder, stood in the House and asked for an emergency debate on FNTL
The Speaker of the House, Peter Milliken, declined the debate.

Although the Minister announced additional funding for the institute, media continue to report that FNTE will close its
doors at the end of March due 1o 3 66 percent decrease in funding from INAC.

Background

An artide appeared in the Globe and Mail on Jan. 30, 2008 indicétlng that the FNTI "has been placed m jeopardy by a
federal-provincial dispute over funding.” Other regional media outiets have also reported on this issue. In an e-malf to the
Dapartmant on Jan. 8, 2008, the AFN expressed its concerns with the possible closure of the FNTI due to inadequate
funding.

Ontaric Region Communications has responded to 3 number of redia enquiries (Globe and Mall, Wawatay News,
Cornwalt Standard Freeholder, Balleville Pioneer, and Napanee Guide) regarding funding for FNTI, using MO approvad
media ines. .

For 2007-2008, INAC provided over $1 million through the Yodian Studies Support Program (ISSP), and one-time funding
of $979,000 through various funding resources that 3re not intended to provide ongoing suppart for post-secondary
institutions. .
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ity Payn - Revised consolidated education lines
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Hi Jenniter, we've shortened the lines and, as a result of new infoijrom program, ypdated L me nui tlers
under the school infrastructure project heading. Can you please forward to Ted and seé) ensu
they have the latest? :

From: Kelly Payn

To: Thurbide, Jenniter

Date: 2/1/2008 11:45:19 AM

Subject: Revised consolidated education lines

; PEo
1
I

Thanks. \
DRAFT - February 1, 2008 E - \:
NDIAN AND NORTHERN AFFAIRS CANADA - MEDIALINES \ .
| |
i
o

{not for external distribution - for use by spokespersans only)

ISSUE
Censolidated media lines on Attawapiskat and education.

KEY MESSAGES :
- Ensuring that Aporiginal feamers enjoy the same opportunities ag other Canadian ig stifl
goal of the Government of Canada. :

MEDIA LINES

£ducation :

- The Government of Canada is committed to improving educational achievement of A orég?
a key to improving sccio-economic conditions. ‘ RN
- The depariment currently spends $1.8 billion annually for First Nations and lnuit educ tion;z%nd other|
related programs including $1.2 billion on funding for kindergarten tb grade 12 and §308.8 Mi[k}né forigast-

secondary education. Co : i P
- Qur government is currently reviewing ways to improve the effectiyeness and e?’ticiTsn y of {i

program and policies.

educaﬂ%)?
Lo ; H

Capital : L [
~Whiie scme government programming, like indian and Northemn Alfairs Canadas infragtruct re program,
does allow for Hexibility in where money is ailocated, be assured any projects with healt anr? afely : |

concerns are addressed first and foremost. : | |
- INAC has reatlocated funds from areas such as the Capital Facilitigs and Maintenahc pro#rar‘h P \
(infrastructure), as required, in order 1o cover dermographic growth pressures and pr‘ vi ciaiij{-ﬂgé} pricé:a{
increases in education and social deveiopment. ; | S

1
Attawapiskat : . i
- Due to unusuai funding pressures, INAC Ontario Region is reviewing its capital budgetion a@’io pin'g&
1
\
l

hasis to ensure heaith and safety concerns are a priority and addressed. No projectsihave bean; i |
cancelled. Aise, a Health Canada inspection indicates the current school facifities haye no im &e‘;iiaie L
heaith or safety concerms present. i li E R
- A new elementary school in Attawapiskat is not currently in the Region's long term dapital pla “The ||
capital plan is prioritized to take into consideration the heaith and safety of Ontario’s ffirs Nach;vs;. o
- INAC hes invested more than $3 milion for temporary classroom adcommodations, lang more than ‘\

$25C,000 to modify space in the high school 10 allow elementary scm}oi students to aiso se space.|
- Officials in the Ontario Region have worked diligently with the First Nation to explor alternative fundin
\
5
i

options. Unfortunately, none of these options have proven viable so far. We will continuejto woik with th
First Nation. ‘ : g P
ENESC i \ﬂéé 1\

—
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[Anne Van Dusen - Fie: Fd. OP - Aflawapiek

Angus - Janu

From: Anne Van Dusen

To: Coleman, Greg, Richardson, Deborah

Date: 1/31/2008 4:30:02 PM _
Subject: Re: Fwd: QP - Attawapiskat / Angus -- January 31, 2008

Thanks Deborah. Did you see the lines since they were updated 1o reflect messaging i
statement yesterday? They may do the trick...

Anne.

----- Qriginal Message----

From: Deborah Richardson

To: Van Dusen, Anne <VanDusenA@ainc-inac.gc.ca>

Coleman, Greg <ColemanG @inac-ainc.gc.ca>

Creation Date: 1/31 3:53 pm

Subject: Re: Fwd: QP - Attawapiskat / Angus -- January 31, 2008

Not quite accurate...we need more lines that clarify a betier.

----- Original Message-----

From: Greg Coleman

To: Katherine Knoit <KnottK @inac-ainc.gc.ca>

Leigh Jessen <Jessenl.@inac-ainc.gc.ca>

Joseph Young <YoungJ @inac-ainc.gc.ca>

BDeborah Richardson <RichardsonD @ inac-ainc.ge.ca>

CG: Susan Bertrand <BertrandSE @ inac-ainc.ge.ca>
Creation Date: 1/31 3:39 pm

Subject: Fwd: QP - Attawapiskat / Angus -~ January 31, 2008

On the chance you haven't yet seen this...

>»>> HQ inform 01/31/08 3:34 PM >>>
>> The speaker: The Honourable member for Timmins James Bay

>> Charlie Angus (ndp): Thank you Mr. Speaker. Education is a universal human right unig

you live on a First Nation territory under this government. The families of Altawapiska

canceled. Now we've had three indian Affairs Ministers to support this project but this

community that First Nations schools are no longer a priotity for his government. So my gy .
shouid the children of Attawapiskat have to put up with his fundamental disinterest in their health and

being?

>> The speaker: The Honourabie Minister of...

>> Hon, Chuck Strahf: Mr. Speaker of course {'ve never said any such thing. Mr. Speaker educétion i5
of the keys for First Nations communities, as # is for all Canadians, as is economic deveiopment - |
opportunities. The school in question on that particular reserve Mr. Speaker, we've investe-d over $3:
miliion into & school system there. We've also... another $250,000 to help with some reno mtionﬁs that
wanted 10 have done. Mr. Speaker, there are no health concems in that particular schos!. |And, 'of cou
we'd alt Hke to have more and newer schools but Mr. Speaker we continue 1o invest in scqoois acrosy

country as a priority for this government.

>> The speaker: The Honourabie member for Timming James Bay

>> Charlie Angus {ndp): You know why I'm concemed? 've been in that schooi Mr. Speaker, thf-ese

poriables are a fire trap. Health concerns, ig that his oriteria for education? You know

1 the l\finisﬁter‘s

s of course
are reeling from t
fact that the school that they fought for eight years that was supposed to begin this spring has been !
Minister has told
tion is, why

he

e

the

weil

one

they
rse,
the

we’,j not talkin
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Ao Van Buser - R Fwd: QP - Atanapiskat/ Angus —Jamuay 31,2008 pagap]

about buying holding pens for caitle. We're talking about the most fundamental right that every children in
this country should enjoy, the right to go to a good schoo! that gives them hope. I'll ask him a simple
question: Would he put up with such a dismissive attitude from any school board official that his children
wouid be under? Because why should the children of the James Bay coast have to put up with his
dismissive attitude?

>> The speaker: The Honourable Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development

>> Hon. Chuck Strahl: Mr. Speaker they have to pui up with that sanctimonious attitude because that
member knows full well, we've had meetings on this, there are requests from schoo} boards or schools
from across the country. We have extensive invesiments, record investments in education across this
country. it's a priority for this government. Mr. Speaker, there are no heaith concerns in that school, he
should not portray it else wise. Mr. Speaker we continue to work with First Nations across the country,
education is Key to their success, we want to make it a priority which-we are doing right now. And we'll
continue to invest in First Nations education from coast {o coast.

Jim Hurcomb

To access Newsdesk directly, visit http:/newsdesk.
Pour Paccés direct a Infomedia, veuillez visiter hitp://infomedia
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TAnne Van Dusen - e, Fwd: GAT Notes-Communications, Friday, Febr

From: Anne Van Dusen
To: Bertrand, Susan; Coleman, Greg
Date: 2/22/2008 4:04:58 PM
- Subject: Re: Fwd: QRT Notes-Communications, Friday, February 22, 2008

Thanks Susan. | think you are right. Let's revisit on Monday. | will discuss with D. Latjﬁ
mormning, MO focus may have changed by then...

9 / geany s.19(1)
Take care and give my best to Tony. if we were to send
red wine be his preferred choice?

Arne Van Dusen

Communications Manager, SEPRO
indian and Northern Affairs Canada
(819)994-7285

>>> Susan Bertrand 02/22/08 3:49 PM >>>
Anne,

We've been digging into this for weeks now and there is 1o straightforward, simple answe

good story.

Here's what we've come up with so far and there's still holes to fill. It might be useful

another telecon to discuss what our messages might be as there are details that { could !

that forum.

Chronology
. tn accordance with an agreement, signed in December 1995 to remediate s¢
tuel spill in the winter of 1979, INAC Ontario Region provided $677,330 to AttawapisH
site.

. The First Nation advised INAC Ontario Region, by way of a completion repott, tha
which consisted of remediation in the areas near the school and teacherages, was fi-na}izé

1997. - :
s On May 11, 2000, the Attawapiskat First Nation Education Authority, with the
Councii Resoiution, closed the school due to health and safety concems.

» Following the closure of the school, four options were discussed {o address the n

temporary school facilities, as well further remediation of the schooti site.

consisting of 7-duplex portable classrooms and 2-4 plex buildings for administration

rsen

for

5

irst ithingl&n the

him someithing would

and it's not a

g0 have |

nd 1|

ter explain in

il coptaminated by a
at for clean-up.of the

tihe clean-up,
d in t}iovember

support of a Béhd

bed for

SOULCe space.

. in August 2000, INAC Ontario Region agreed to provide funding for tempora}v school fs,acimii_e?s
i

Additionally, it was agreed that a thorough review of the contamination would be con
determine the extent of the problem. -

. On August 31, 2001, INAC Ontario Region received a Statement of Claim frd
Nation seeking $90.2 million in compensation for the impact of the 1879 fuel spill. Ag
iitigation, efforts to continue the remediation process halted.

. Discussions regarding an out of court seftlement with the First Nation were higid in

throughout 2004. However, the issue still remains before the courts.
. in January 2005, at a meeting held in the community, INAC Ontario Region y
Nation 1o prepare the terms of reference for a project manager 1o begin the process
new school.

. In 2005-2006, INAC provided the First Nation approximately $232,900 to ass
date in order to develop a unified assessment of contamination in the comm unity, an
to deal with it.  The final draft of that consolidated study was provided to INAC i July
. The First Nation is in the process of hiring a project manager to manage the
community sites. The project manager will assist the First Nation in developing a Pre
Approval {PPA) document as the next phase of remediating alt contaminated sites in
. Effective Proiect Approvais (EPA) is expected to be granted early in 2008, wi

equi

£
ucteldiin order to

m Al awaipiskagt First
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[Arine Van Dusen - Fwd: GBG Newsworld Minister Strahl . _Page ]|

From: Anne Van Dusen

To: Caines, Jili

Date: 3/11/2008 10:57:26 AM

Subject: Fwd: CBC Newsworld Minister Strahl

FY1 for your lines...

Anne Van Dusen

Communications Manager, SEPRO
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
(819)994-7285

>>> Anne Van Dusen 03/10/08 10:14 AM >>>
FYI, | think we have successfully moved away from focussing on the HC health and safety inspection
message. Hope this helps.

Anne.

Anne Van Dusen

Communications Manager, SEPRO
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
(819)994-7285

>>> HQ Inform 03/09/08 5:35 PM >>>
CBC NEWSWORLD 16:10

>>Andrew: People on a reserve in northern Ontario are hoping they can get a new schaol, and after years
of negotiating with Ottawa they're pleading their case on Youtube. Students in Attawapaskat haven't had a
school building for nearly 30 years, since a diesel fuel spill contaminated it, and for eight years they've
been in portable classrooms. The Attawapiskat reserve is in the riding of NDP MP Charlie Angus. We
spoke with him earlier in the day, and he called on the Indian Atfairs Minister to provide funding to build
the new school. The Minister of Indian Affairs Chuck Strahi joins us from Ottawa. Minister Strahl, it's been
almost 30 years since the school was contaminated by an oil spill, why can't this government provide the
community with a school?

>>Minister Strahl: Well, ok, it's important first that listeners know that, of course, the kids aren't in that
school that was polluted 29 years ago. About eight years ago the government of the day built new facilities
there, and since that time spent about $5 million invested in those facilities, including some modifications
to the adjoining high school so that the kids can use some of those facilities as well. So they're notin a
polluted environment. And that's important because, of course, health and safety comes first. But, anyway,
we prioritize needs for kids across the country, starting with health and safety needs, and at times, as is
the case in the Ontario region, you know, we just have to make that a priority. And that's why, for
example, | was at the opening of a new school in Pikangikum, the same region, that we built this last fall.
Its a $13 million investment because the old school burnt down and sometimes you have to make those
choices. ‘

>>Andrew: But these kids, from what | understand, they're in makeshift facilities, they are in portables and
they're not in a permanent school. They're getting taught in portables?

>>Minister Strahl: As are the kids in Pikangikum. That's $13 million to build a temporary school. The
school that they have designed in Attawapiskat is probably a $30 million school and we don't have the
budget for that. But, again, the school that's there, the temporarily facilities that are there are eight years
old. Obviously, the kids and the local residents want a new school, a complete school, as do |, but at any
given time you have to prioritize based on a bunch of tactors, starting with heaith and safety. And we have
about 25 major school construction projects planned that were short this year alone in Canada, and we
have about 12 of them 1o be built this year, but Attawapiskat, because the faciiities are only 8 years old, is
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From: Bob Maguire

To: Deborah Richardson, Leigh Jessen, Tony Prudor
Date: Tuesday, Februsry 26, 2008 7:.28:57 AM
Subject: Re: Fwd: MEDIA REPORT - Ontario Region
Leigh:

Here are my thoughts:

1 suggest no timelines are implied though with normal maintenance portables can provide 10-20 years of
reasonable and safe use and are In use widely by schoois fo accomadate children routinely.

As to INAC and health and safety we rely on Health Canada, HRSDG, Environment Canada, CMHC, and
professional building inspectars or engineering consultants retained by First Nations to advise on
structural, safety, fire and building compliance, and health issues. INAC 15 principally a funding
organization supporting First Nations delivery of programs and services eligible for INAC funding and
delivery at the community level

INAC has no inspectors we do however have professional engineers wha can review technical reports
submitted by First Nations and other federal departments related to public works and infrastructure.

Robert (Bob) Maguire
416-973-8111

----Qriginal Message-—--

From: Tony Prudori

To: Leigh Jessen <Jessenl@inac-ainc.gc.ca>
Bob Maguire <MagulreB@inac-aine.gc.ca>
Deborah Richardson <RichardsonD@inac-ainc.gc.ca>
CC: Katharine Knott <KnottK@inac-ainc.gc.ca>
Ken Atkins <AtkingK@inac-ain¢.ge.ca>

Peggy Notan <NolanP@inac-alhc.gc.ca>
Richard Earl <EarR@inac-ainc.gc.ca>

Gus Forasto <ForestoG@inac-ainc,ge.ca>

Brian Holm <HolmB@inac-ainc.gc.ca>

Art Mauro <MaurcA@inac-ainc.ge.ca>

Joseph Young <YoungJ@inac-dinc.gs.ca>
Creation Date: 2/26 4:51 pm

Subject Fwd, MEDIA REPORT - Ontario Region

FY1, here are the questions being asked, and my proposed responses (to be run through urgent approvals
tomorrow): : .

1) When $ was invested in temporary accomodations (portables), was any timeline attached to the
investment?

No specific timeling is typicaily associated with this form of infrastructure. First Nations receive annualized
funding to alfow for the ongoing operation.and maintenance of such facilities.

) How does INAC assess the health and safety of students in such situations? Are INAC inspectors

visiting the facilities on a regular basis? How can a reporter receive copies of inspection documentation?

Health Canada conducts inspections on such faclities at the request of any First Nation. Any
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From: Susan Bertrand

Sent: 212612008 5:06:47 PM

To: PublicAffairs Public Affairs Team

CC:

BCC:

Subject: Media Relatlons Report - Ontario Raegion

Sherry Huff (CBCS-FM Sudbury (705) 688-3229) I returned Ms. Huff's call of yesterday requesting more
information on the Attawapiskat school. Spedifically, in response to Ms. Huff's question regarding how INAC has
determined the temporary school facilities at Attawapiskat are safe, 1 noted that Health Canada conducts
inspections of the school and would be in 2 better position to address how inspections are conducted and what
criteria is used to determine the safety of such facilities. Ms. Huff is also seeking inspection reports which 1 noted
Heaith Canada would be able to advise if those were available, Ms. Huff then pressed that INAC would have
copies of those reports and in a show of goed faith shouid provide them, I noted that T wauld foliow-up on her
request. Ms. Ruff also wants to know if an end date was provided for the temporary facifities and how long they
are expected to remaln in place. Will require further follow-up.

Susan E. Bertrand

A/Manager Cornmunications Operations and Media Relations
Executive Services and Communications

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada

100 Anemki Drive - Sulte 101

Thunder Bay, Ontario £7) 1A%

Telephone: (807) 624-1531

Fax: (807) 623-8304

bertrandse@inac.gc.ca
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TRANSCRIPTION/TRANSCRIPTION

NEWS CONFERENCE/CONFERENCE DE PRESSE

Transcription prepared by Media @ [nc. exclusivety for INAC
Transcription préparée par Media Q Inc. exclusivement pour AINC

DATE/DATE.: January 24, 2008 2:00 p.m.
LOCATION/ENDROIT: ATTAWAPISKAT FIRST NATION, ON
PRINCIPAL(SYPRINCIPAUX:  Charlie Angus, NDP MP
Chief Theresa Hall, Attawapiskat First Nation
Angus Taulouse, Chiefs of Ontario
Steve Hoakimaw, Education Authority, Attawapiskat
Stan Louttit, Grand Chief, Mushkegowuk
Angus Toulouse, Chiefs of Ontario
Stella Wesley, Principal, JR Nakooge Scheol
Ron Day, Principal, High School
SUBJECT/SUJET: NDP MP Chatlie Angus will hold a news conference to respond to
recent comments made by INAC Minister Chuck Strahi that the government wan't be
building any new schools over the next 5 years. Mr. Angus will be joined by local
officiale, inciuding Chief Theresa Hall and Angus Toulouse of the Chiefs of Ontario.

Chief Theresa Hall: The Chairman of the Education (inaudible), that is the
best (inaudible). and also the R&T that is with us, and also the educators in our
community. At the time of the letter that we received an December 18", we were
appalled to find that we were, the community was not, the elementary school was not
going to be a goal for our community. And [ feel all along that Education Authority,
along with our support, that they were led to believe that they ware goingtoget a, a
brand new schoal and, and we feel we have been misled by this, by the letter that we -
received from the federat government.

And | believe it's a national disgrace that this happened to us. You know, we, we, we
expect our children to be educated in the standard, (inaudible) standards that are

" equivalent to anyone that lives outside of our community. Thank you.

Unidentified Male: That was Chief Theresa Hall, Steve Hookimaw fram
the Education Authority of Attawapiskat.

Steve Hookimaw: ’ Good aftemoon. My name is Steve Hookimaw. F'm
the Chairman of Education Authority. I've been involved with the Education Authority
back in 1890, ever since the First Nation took over the, the (inaudible) of education
from, from Indian Affairs. And during, during, during the operation of our schools and,
and, and back in 1985, there have been six, six studies were completed during the
periad from 1985 to 1989 on (inaudibie) contamination of, of the fuel spill of, of other
teaks from oll distributing estimate about 25,000 to 30,000 gallons of fuel. And back in
the yaar 2000, it was, (inaudible) and shut down due tc contamination for health, health
and safety issues.
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And ever since that, we, we’ve been lobbying to get, to get the new school. And we,
we've besn promised after promise with previous Ministers who, who support and
agreed to accept the alternative to, to a capital approach with, to, ta a tuition
agreement. Bul however, just before Christmas, through our lobbyists, 1 find out that it
appears to have in Ottawa and Toronto that they are, they decided not to build new
schools within First Nation communities. And | was very, very disappointed. And after
the amount of doliars that we spent to lobbying, to nego, to build a new school. And,
and everything, all the letters that we, that we received from (inaudible) Ministers along
with the former RDC's that they were supporting the tuition agreement and everything
that's been recommended.

And like | said, 'm very disappointed ta hear just before, a week before Christmas that
they decided not to build, build new schools within the First Nation communities. But
hear in mind, our children are not different with the other societies. They are (inaudible)
and also deserve to have their, their (inaudible) facility where we can house them.
Thank you for that.

Grand Chief Stan Louttit: Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen. My name is Stan
Louttit, I'm the Grand Chief of the Mushkegowuk, the, the regional tribal council of
James, James Bay.

As the Chief and the Chair of the Education Authority indicated, the community feels let
down, the community feels lied to, the community feels frustrated. As the Chair said,
three prior Ministers, Andy Scott, before Andy Scott, Robert Nault, Andy Scott and Jim
Prentice all agreed to, to providing and working with the community in terms of a new
school and gave their thumbs up to the community to have a new school, Once it got
down to the bureaucracy through the system of the government, this is where the, the
problem arose, that the Regional Director General stating that they don't have the, the
doliars to proceed with ihis, that they dam't have the, the dollars to, to support any, any
new schools in the province.

And we find that very, very appalling for, for one basic reason. Why should First Nation
students, why should First Nation pupils in Ontario and Canada expect anything less
than what's, than what's provided in Timmins, North Bay, Sudbury and Toronto? Why
should we have to put up with it, but we're putting up with it day in and day out. Would
the City of Timmins, would the City of Sudbury put up with this? If there was a probiem,
I can bet you any money that within two or three days, the govemment would be there
with, with their wallets apen saying okay, let's start working on this. But we've been
doing this now for years and years.

And an education is a basic right for, for any Ontario resident, for any Canadian, any
Canadian citizen. And as well internationally. This is an international right that we're
talking about. And we're not going to stop talking about this, we're niot going to stop
talking about it locally, nationally, internationally. [t contravenes the very basic right of
human beings to have an education, a quality education. And we cannct, and we're
appalled that the government is sitting back and saying that we're not going to be doing
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this anymare, that we cannot help you because of, because of dollars or whatever their
excuse is. Given the fact that Ministers approved it, approved the school prior to this,
and now, and now they're turning, they’re turning their back on us. That's why we fesl
that we've been lied to. Thank you. .

Charlie Angus: Thank you. It's Charlie Angus, member of Parliament

for Timmins-James Bay. We have been meeting here in the community to discuss an
action plan. It must be said that there is a moment when you have a community that
has dealt with years of indifference and systemic contempt has been shown by Indian
Affairs, that a community draws a line in the sand and says enough. That line has been
drawn here in Attawapiskat.

Every study that has been asked of this community has been delivered. Every possible
stalling tactic by the government has been tried. And yet, the community, through its
patience, its perseverance and its credibility has come forward with a plan that three
Ministers have signed off on, a plan that the community would actually build their own
school. The decision that's being made now by Indian Affairs is not just about
Attawapiskat. I's about every First Nation community in this country where this
government under Chuck Strahl, have made it clear that education is not a pdority for
this government.

And our response to, in Attawapiskat is that enough is enough. We will not wait till

2016 1o have a school that should have been built eight years ago. As the Grand Chief
said, education is a fundamental human right. i's not just a right that's reserved for
non-Native students. We're now declaring that the days when Indian Affairs could have
a substandard educational apartheid for First Nations students has to end. We will not
accept the position of Chuck Strahl that he simply doesp't find money available for
schools because it's under their fiduciary obligation to fund education and these .
students have the same right to proper schocls as any other student in this country, or
indeed anywhere in the world.

So our response today is that we will begin a national campaign. We will be seeking
the help of students across Canada. Because any student, any family, Native or non-
Native understands the need for a good school with adequate resources. We're
starting letter writing campaigns, we're starting to reach out o other schools now. We
teel that this is the first step in a long term fight that we understand will take time, but
the community simply cannot accept a Minister who at the 1 1" hour rips up a signed

agreement where the finances are in place and says wait tilt 2016 for your school. That’

simply is not on.
Angus Toulouse, do you want to give us the, the regional and national perspective?

Chief Angus Toulouse: Sure. Thank you. Angus TouloUse, Ontario Regional
Chief. I'm going to start off by saying it is appalling and it is a shame that not only for
the community of Attawapiskat but there are many communities throughout Ontario that
are in the same situation. But today, we're talking about Attawapiskat. But | just
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needed to say that becauss Attawapiskat isn't the only community that's waiting, but
this is a prime exampte of a community that has been assured time and time and time

again, at least three Ministers, that they are going {o get the facility that students require

in a safe and healthy way.

And we taltked about certainly the need and over the past couple of weeks, in the
media, they're talking about Toronto schools, the health and safety of, of those studenis
in those schoals. And we're talking about health and safety. It may not be the kind of
violence that's experienced in Toronto schools, but we’re stifl talking about having our
students be educated in @ healthy and safe environment. And having them in schools
far eight years and for another eight years is not the answer. So | believe that when the
government says that we need to do renewals, that they are consuiting the kind of data
that we’ve supplied through the communities, that communities have supplied to the
department to indicate what those feasibility studies indicate the costs are, what it's
going to take to address the prablem.

Communities have done all this work. The Department of Indian Affairs has the data.
They need to now ensure that those surpluses that we're very aware of, those billions of
dollars get recommitted to where the need is. And | think we have demonstrated that
need. Government has identified that the need is real and that they need {o address
the issue and rectify the problem, which is to build these facilities as they have '
promised to do so to the students, to the children and to the communities and in this
particular cass, to the community of Attawapiskat, who's been promised this time and
{ime again. :

Mow's the time to act. Now's the time to ensue that when we say the population that
needs to be invested in, First Nation population because we have a huge growth, we
have the, the fit in refation to some of the skilled tabour that this country is going to
require, but we need to educate our young people first. And, and the kind of education
that we're providing and the facilities that are there aren't going te do it. In order for us
to be econamically involved, to ensure that our students get the education and the skills
so that they can get that meaningful employment that will, will demonstrate their
contribution to this econcmy that we calt Canada.

Unidentified Male: Thank you.

We will open it up to questions now. And as | said, we also have our principals Ron
Day and Stella Wesley from the grade school if anyone has any particular questions
about what's happening with the students and the education that is being provided here
in Attawapiskat. ' ‘

Question: I've got a question Charlie. it's Gerry from Moose
FM. And | was wondering if, | don't know who would field this, if you talk about, |
believe it was mentioned previously, it was $30 million | believe was the plan for a 5,000
square foot school. Can someone discuss the financing of that? How much money
was supposed to come fram the government or what was the breakdown of, of the
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funding for this project?

Chariie Angus: . Well the ireny for this project was that the community

didn’t want indian Affairs doliars because Indian Affairs continually under funds schools.

What we have looked at and the Education Authority can speak tc that was that
actually we had a bank lcan in place. The only thing we needed fram the federal
government was a tuition agreement where we could take it to the bank and then the
community could start to build the school. So with the federal government squeezing
meney out of infrastructure dollars, out of capitat dollars, out of First Nations projects,
for them to target Attawapiskat doesn't make sense because this community has
already secured ifs own financing with its own frack record, and Steve Hookimaw has
been involved in these negotiations.

Steve Hookimaw: - Yes remember, we were, we were trying, we were
doing the same approach, the one we did with our, to build our local high school here
{(inaudible} by approaching two altematives to capital, capital approach, which means
we have a tuttion agreement to have in place with, with Indian Affairs. And by doing
that, we, by doing that, that's where we were looking to be off the loan to build for $30
million for the, for the new school. We were not asking for extra dollars to the fedsral
govemnment cr, or not even back going to Treasury Board, All we wanted to do it's with
the same routine that we did with the local high school here in (inaudible).

Question: If three, if three prior Ministers had all agreed o work
with the community an this school, is there any formal appeal process from a political
standpoint where you can go back and say hey, this has been promlsed You can't just
drop this off the map?

Grand Chief Stan Louttit:| think that’ very, very critical. This is Grand Chief Stan
Louttit speaking. t's very critical that it's noted thal the, that the lead key Ministers, the
lead Ministers on behalf of the government gave their thumbs up to, to this, to this
approach. And yes, we are, we feel very, very, very angry about that because we're left
with no allernative but to do what we're doing today, and that is lobbying and
campaigning nationally to, {o, to have the govermnment deal with us fairly. What's
happening is basically, basically this. The, the bureaucrats are overriding the decisions
of, of the top Minister. And to me, that's very, very troublescme. How often does that
happen across the country that peaple arent even, aren’t even aware of?

Question: So what, so what I'm asking you is there a formal
appeal process to, to appeal this sort of thing?

Grand Chief Stan Louttit:I'm not aware of any government official, governmental
appeal process, but P'm, | can tell you now that we’re going to be going ahead and
meeting with, with government and others to, 1o talk about the travesty that's happening
here.

Question: I'd like to ask a guestion, sorry. This is Melissa

000300



Duggan calling from QB2 and Easy Rock News. | guess this is directed towards the,
the principles, the people from the school. If you can just give me kind of the numbers,
how many students go there and also just describe the situation of the portables?

Stella Wesley: My name is Stella Wesley. I'm the principal of the
school and we have appraximatety 400 students that come to the portables. And

Question: I'm sorry, I'm sorty to interrupt you. |f you could just
start over again, there was a it of feedback there at the beginning.

Stella Wesley: Ckay I'm sorry. Alright. My name is Stella Wesley
and | am the principai of JR Nakooge Schoot. And fo answer your question, we have
approximately 400 students that come to the partatles and they're from JK to Grade 8.
And the, the conditions that the portables are in, apparently, they were supposed {o be
a 10-year life span. | doubt very much they will make it to that, fo that number because
as a lot of people have seen already, our portables are peeling, they're cracking on the
walls, the doors are shifting, which means that it’s bringing a, it's a definite health
hazard for the pecpie that are in there, students and staff because if you're there in
minus 40 degree weather, you can definitely feel the, the draft coming in.

Question: | have & question. Just a follow-up on that. Dave
Ducharme from CBC Radio in Sudbury. | spoke to a representative from INAC today
that said Health Canada actually did an inspection up there and deemed that the
temporary facilities in fact did not pose a health and/or safety risk. Can anybody there -
tell me when that inspection as done? It sounds like from the state of the portables, -
that the inspection may have been done under more ideal weather circumstances, if -
you will. I'm not sure who can field that, but that's (inaudible - techinical difficulties).

Unidentified Male: . Steve Hookimaw.

Question: Yes.
Steve Hookimaw: Well, ! don't, | don’t recall when was, when was the

tast time that they did inspect our portables. And I'm nat, I'm now know when our,
when, when that, when they took that inspection. But however, | do remember one time
when Alexandra Chow came in to do an inspection, but she was only doing an
inspection with, the last time while she was here to do inspecting on, on the (Inaudible)
of cur arena. But she didn't do any, she didn't do any, with the schools.

Charlie Angus: Yeah, Chatlie Angus here. We, | guess we've
discussed the response from INAC around the table. Number one is we haven't seen
any real clear inspection carried out in these schools. And the other response is what
an absolutely irrelevant and meaningless excuse to come up and say well, we're not -
building your school because we've looked at the portables and the kids aren’t going to
die in them. That seems to be the position of Indian Affairs. They're tefling us well the
kids aren’t going fo get sick in the portables so it's good enough for them. That's not-
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the role of any education authority, The role of an education authority is to ensure that
there’s proper schools and the role of the government is 10 ensure that these schools
are funded.

So we're actually rather shocked that that's the best answer ndian Afiairs can come up
with at this time is to say well, we can just [eave the portables there because as long as
nobody’s sick or dying, well whry not? No other school, ho other community would
accept that standard and we’re certainty not going to accept that standard here in
Attawapiskat.

Question: Well this is Lynn from CTV. | also spoke with
someone from INAC, Anthony Prudari earlier today. He told me the exact same thing
he told Dave Ducharme and he also said that INAC takes direction from the community
as to where they should, you know, what they should prioritize in terms of what should,
should be fixed first and it's also based on health and safety risks. So he was pointing
to the fact that since that wasn't a life and death situation, the schaol wasn't going to
get funding. And I'm just wondering ckay, if the school isn't the life and death situation, .
is there some other life and death situation or very dangerous facilities that INAC is
sesmingly concentrating on if it's not the school?

Charlie Angus: Well, to put in perspective, it's Charlie Angus here,
last year, INAC under spent $109 million in its capital budget. {f just didn't bother to
spend that.

Question: Yau mean across Canada?

Charlie Angus: Yes. So think of the schools that would have been
built with that money. And again, anybody in Indian Affairs who believes the role of, of
building schools is simply whether it's a life or death situation ebviously should't be in
that job. End of story. Are you telling us that we can till 2016 to build a schoal? Why?
Bacause it'll be a life and death situation at that point? it's an absurd argument. The
role of the government is to work out adequate funding agreements to build proper
schools. And we have a funding agreement in place. Did they rip up the funding
agreement because they said Kids arer’t going to get sick and die?

What they're telling us out of Indian Affairs is a very reaningiess and defracting
argument from the issue at hand. The issue at hand is why did Chuck Strahi walk away
from & signed agreement at the 11™ hour?

Unidentified Male: And then, just to add on on enroliment projections
that indicate that five years, five years from now, there are elementary schools,
elementary schoo! (inaudible) population will reach approximately 846. And now,
(inaudible) they'll be able, capable enough to accommodate 646 students?

Stella Wesley: This is Stella Wesley. | just want to ga back to
{inaudible - technica! difficulties) talking aboul in respectto, |, 'm not a health
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professional by a long shot, but | do, | am invalved with the health profession by sitting
on the Board in Attawapiskat. What 1 wanted to say is that | think it is mindless and
also very ignarant that somebody is able to make a statement that says that, that the
kids are not in any immediate health hazard the way things are like here. Probably,
maybe they think that's much more (inaudible) from, from a, from their point of view.
But when you really lock at it, the portables are not cannected to each. We're already
isolated in an aiready isolated generation.

And when you, there's no morale. i's very low because we don't see each other as it is
because we have to walk so many, so many feet to, to see each other. And when
(inaudible) like students go to the gym, they have to walk several hundred feet to go
there. And then when they come out and they play, and then they come out all sweaty
in minus 40 weather, that's just not goed. | believe that's an immediate health hazard
myself. And in terms of you know, because of the emotional turmoils up there, that
brings about health hazards. | believe that Health Canada, if they say, or INAC or
whoever they call, they got that from to really evaluate what they base their decisions
on. Thank you.

Question: Question far Chief Hall. This is Alan Pedwell calling
from CJKL News. Just wondering you told the Canadian Press, | guess, that it depends
on how you define health risks in terms of the portables. What do you feel is, is the
health risk in general in the portables?

Chief Theresa Hall: When you see the, i believe everyone of you wha's
out there listening tc us should actually make that (inaudible) trip to Attawapiskat and
see for yourself the condition of those portables. They're drafty and anyone can get
sick {inaudible) drafty. No one should have to be, be living or being taught in that
situation. If, if that's, if that's not a health risk, | don’t know what is.

Question: Dave Ducharme from CBC in Sudbury again, with a
guestion again open to whoever would like to answer it. Referring back to my
conversation with Susan Bertrand from, from the regional office, INAC's regional office
today. Susan said there’s actually no moratorium on the construction of the school and
other schools, meaning when | mentioned to her the, the, the mention of five years, that
perhaps in five years, this will be reexamined, she said there's no moratarium meaning
there is no time limit on it. She said the, that the issue is their capital budget and
reassessing from their perspective. Anyboady’s comments on that because i, when you
- hear corflicting things about dates that are put out there, and she says that there's no
time line and no moratorium, it couid lead to some confusion. | was hoping to have that
cleared up.

Unidentified Male: Well certainly you'll, you'lt get confusion when you
hear weasel words and that's what yol're getting from Indian Affairs. And
unfortunately, time and time again with Indian Affairs, we get weasel words from their
cammunications people. I'm not saying that disrespectfully, but when they tell our
negotiators that you'll wait five years for a school, they're pretty clear. If there was no
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moratorium, Attawapiskat's school would be going ahead. We have an agreement on
paper in September saying the school's going ahead. In December, we get verbal
communication from their team that the school is not happening and it's not happening
for five years. So if, if this, if Indian Aftairs says we're wrong, then come back to the
negotiating tahle and get this schoal built.

Question: Gerry (inaudible) from the Moose again. Just
wandering there’s been a lot of talk about plans for the school. If this incident didn't
occur, would we be putting a shovel in the ground tomorrow?  [f not, when?

Unidentified Male: Steve, what was the plan for the school?

Steve Hookimaw: The plan for the school, it's, it's this winter, it was to
mobilize the materiats and the ground. The ground's supposed to be (inaudible) in the
spring. (Inaudible) an a new, on the (inaudible) where the new subdivision is and the
ground, so the (inaudible} would have been happening, taking place in May and the
construction’s supposed 1o take at isast two years. ’

Question: So we're looking at full construction by 20107

Steve Hookimaw: Well apparently at this tims, like, iike, like what we're
saying here is we've been waiting after and after (inaudible) and they do zll their sorts
of power 1o stop us to build that new school.

Question: . | have a question for either Chief Hall or principal
Wesley. Can you give us a sense of how the children understand this problem?

Stella Wesley: We had a chance to, Stella Wesley, principal, we had
a chance to speak to a few students recently as well in regards to how they feel. If{
may quote some of them, | know the, of course they feel disappointed. Actually one of
the analogies is like it's something that goes like when you give candy {o a baby, and
you take, or a child and you take it away, how do they feel? And that was the analogy
that was used. The {inaudible) conversation, they, they know, they’re asking what does
the schoal look like? What does it look like? Obviously, some of the kids will go -
through portables during their elementary life and not knowing what a real school, a
building looks like. ' :

Question: Do some of them know what a real school looks like?
Have some of them seen, like, the school in Fort Alberni or schools, you know, that
aren't on the James Bay coast so that they know what they’re missing?

Stelia Wesley: They do, they would know how, what they were
missing by, by seeing pictures of other communities, but not necessarily seen them
personatly.

Chariie Angus: lLynn, we had an interesting anecdote as we were
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walking to this meeting. | met one of the youth workers in the community. And he
asked me if we were here to speak-about the schoot and he said to me he had such a
hard time with the young students with truancy and he said to ane of the students why
don’t you come to school? And the child said (o him, well we dan't have a real school
st why should | go? We certainly feel here that there's a, a psychological impact every
time the rug gets pulled out from this community because the children get a sense well,
are they not worthy to have a proper school?

And, and if that's what the Kids are saying in the school vard, that is certainly damaging
to the, 1o the ability of a community to build ttself because we've already lost a
generation that has not had a proper school. And what Chuck Straht is telling us, well
you'll wait another generation. And to get back te the simplicity of the, the argument,
thers’s no other community in this country other than Native communities who would
ever have to face this situation. And we have 10 ask why is that. And that's the
guestion that we'lt be asking in our campaign as we start to organize in schools across
Canada. !f you would not accept this standard, why shoutd the children of Attawapiskat
or any other First Nation accept that standard?

Question: | tried to get Tony Prudori, maybe | was asking the'
wrong person, but | tried fo get him to tell me if the capital budget had been shrunk or
increased or stayed the same under Stephen Harper. And he just wouldn’t answer the
gquestion. He said that, you know, they're under budget pressures from high steal costs
and labour shortages. But he wouldn't tsll me if there were budget pressures relating to
the size of the budget in terms of s it bigger or smaller. So I'm just wondering if you
have a source on that. .

Charlie Angus: Yes Lynn, we've looked at the, the Estimates for the
federal government. As | said, last year $108 million under spent and returned o
Treasury Board to help fund tax cuts. That's money that could have built homes, could
have built medical clinics, could have built schools all across First Nation territory.
Between now and 2008, neady $300 million will be taken out of the capital
infrastructure doflars for INAC. So certainty, this goverhment is looking to make its tax
cuts on the weakest, most vulnerable communities in this country.

If you look at government spending priorities, the, what they've told the community is
that they are concenirating on the water and sewage projects, meaning schools, well
we simply won't build them. That was, that's what they verbally told the community and
their negotiators.

Question: Hi. George (inaudible) with (inaudible) Ontario Radio.
Charlie Angus: Yes?
Question: I got a question for the Attawapiskat school members.

Can you just yive us a brief update about the conditions of the school in Attawapiskat?
Ard also, can you aiso add, recenily National Chief Fontaing was there and did
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children protest to the new school? And what was National Chiefs response o this
situation?

Stella Wesley: Hi, it's Stella Wesley again. The condition of the
school, as | said, is the portables are, are, | feel, I'm not an architect but by looking at
them, | don't think they’ll make through their expected life span of 10 years. And that
the portables are shifting. The, the doors are not shutting properly. The fire doors are
causing an extremely, extremely hazard to the students in terms of fire safety. And,
and of course, the, they're cracking. You can see the cutside from the inside. So |
mean, when yes, Phil Fontaine was here yesterday, two days ago rather. The students
did a small rally and sort of for the National Chief. He, verbally he said to the studenis
that he would in all his power help out as much as he can and that he would not ever
send hig children there, or rather his grandchildren o something like this, quote,
unguote.

Unidentified Male: , Any other questions?
Question: Can you just tell me what {he fire hazard is?
Stelta Wesiey: The fire hazard I'm speaking about is that the déors

are jamming because of shiffing. And sometimes, it's very hard for them to, to open
right away. So we have lo get our maintenance guy to come in and take a took at them
and try some ways to, to make, have them easily accessible in and out. :

Unidentified Male: Well (inaudible) on those {inaudible), it seems a bit
high cost to maintain because your (inaudible) all different scenarios. Like especially in
cold winter months where that, that (inaudible) and frost penetrate to underground
which means really affecting all those shifting. So which means that they would create
fire hazands, which means that the doors could ali jam, could even be in and out so
that's why those portables are really high cost 1o maintain. Like when we used to have
that, that old {inaudible). And it's really causing us one hell -of a big amount of money to
operate with the portables as well.

Chief Theresa Hall: Yeah, this is Theresa Hali. (Inaudible) also
overcrowding is a fire hazard issue. When you try to have a fire exit and when you
have, when the students, there are so many students in the portable schools, can you
imagine trying fo get 21 junior K students or senior K students ta evacuate one room,
school building, you know. That's overcrowded, that has all the dlass rooms, the desks
so close that you can't move (inaudible).

Ron Day: This is Ran Day from the high school. if you can take
a piciure and you have two class rooms right and left, you have 21 students from the
right, 21 students fror the left, so 42 coming out of a portable during a fire drill. And
you have one door coming out. If you look inside the class rooms, they're so narrow
that you have students with desks side by side. They do not have individual space.
They get on each other. The decibsl, the neise, it's justloud in these rooms. And it's
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because there is not enough personal space for students.
Question: There really’s only one door? There's not two doors?

Ron Day: There’s one door that you can use. The other one, if
you can get to it is around back. But as you know, we're creatures of habit and we alt
go out the same door we come in.

Question: Okay.

Question: Alan from CJKL, question for the principal of the
school. What's the situation right now with the contaminated school itself and the, the
leaky oil, | guess, that’'s underground there. |s that still posing a risk to the, to the
students? .

Stella Wesley: | think it, #'s stiif there. What, it's still there, it hasn't
been cleaned up yet. And I'm trying to get our students to stay away from it, but of
course we're only next door {o the original high, to the original building of (inaudible)
school. As far as | think, what they're doing is the Chairman might be able to tell you
more than | can.

Steve Hookimaw: well apparently, this (inaudible) and with the oil leak
inside the (inaudible) in winter of 1973. That's when the time, that's when Indian Affairs
was still upgrading our schools here in Atlawapiskat. And they had estimates, like |
said before, they had estimate that 25,000 to 30,000 galions of fuel oil was spilled. And
one of the largest in northern Ontario. And they, and there have been six studies were
complete during the period from 1985 to 1989, found (inaudible) contaminated
(inaudible) all air samples collected in the school. And that contaminated scil still, still is
underneath of the old (inaudible) now which is clesed. )

Question; | have a guick question far Steve. It's Dave
Ducharme at CBC Radio in Sudbury again. You alluded earlier Steve to money spent
on a host of studies, lobbying, that type of thing. Any way to even estimate a dollar
amount that has gone info the preliminary stages of this? And any recourse in terms of
recouping some of that money?

Steve Hookimaw: Well, {inaudible) right now, we had to address fo the
finance department how much we (inaudible) spent on (inaudible) of a new school. And
at this time, | don’t have no information in front of me, but howaver, it's spending. And
also the (inaudible) with loan that we, we had agree with the Toranto Dominion Bank to,
fo loan, to do a loan that's on $30 million, but however, like there seems to be a brick
wall between us and with the Indian and Northem Affairs.

Charlie Angus: Charlie Angus here. Grand Chief Stan Loutlit and I,
we were there when Andy Scott was the Minister and we sat, | think November of 2005,
and we met with all the various leveis of Indian and Northern Affairs to lay out the plans
for the school. And at that meeting, Andy Scott said this plan will go ahead. He said
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‘we will turn | over to our regional direclor to finalize the details. A month later, we had
a letter saying we looked at everything. It's fine. So again, this has been going on and
on and on where we, we have the agreement, eventhing's in place and then suddenly,
they want another study or we have to now go back for negotiations.

Sg, it, it certainly makes the government look either incompetent or indifferent. How is it
that they can sign agreements and give the community the assurance right up to this
past September was the latest agreement based on Minister Prentice’s previous .
commitment of last fall. We're playing this, we're like the hamster on the wheel going
around and around in a circle, never seeming o get further ahead. But it costs the
community each time.

Question: | just wanted, | have to get off the call. My last
guestion is the population in Attawapiskat, what is it? And | would like to know kind of
the propordion of children. Like, so if the population is like 1,400, are there 400 kids in
that population?

Unidentified Male: The (inaudible) population is at 1,600,
Question: Hew many?

Unidentified Male: 1.600.

Qusstion: . 1,600. Okay.

Unidentified Male: And 400 elementary school students. And
approximately 200 high school students.

Question: Thanks.

Unidentified Male: And you have preschoolers as well, right?
Unidentified Male: And that's nat counting the (inaudible) students.
Question: And there's daycare. So that would be pre-

kindergarten, or would you include kindergarten in that?

Unidentified Male: The 400 including the Junior K.

Question: Ckay. JK to Grade §, 400.

Unidentified Male: . Any other guestions?

Question: : Question for Charlie there. It’s Alan calling on the

line. Just, you had referred to the government’s inaction | guess on this situation as
being racist. Could you explain the commem7
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Charlie Angus: Well | think the term racist is actually contempt and
indifferent for the founding peoples of our country. Every other community in this
country has the right to proper schools, adequate funding. How is it that in Canada in
the 21% century, we can have a standard that says everyone has the education right for
special education for proper class sizes, except First Nations students. You know, this
isn't Alabama in the 1950's and this isn't (inaudible)} in the 1870's and this certainly
shouldn't be the situation in Canada in 2008, that one segment of our socisty, ong
community in eur country is being told that they dan't have the same basic systemic
rights for education as other communities.

You can read that however you want, but the way | read it is it's pretty clear that they
consider, this government considers First Nations students to be of secondary value.
And | think average Canadians wouldn't support that. | think students across this
country wouldn't support it and we in Aitawaplskat are certainly not going to support
such a position. .

Ron Day: And this Ron Day again from the high school. When
yau look at the values, and you have two different values, you know, one for whomever
and one for Native neaple, then to me it is racist because you're looking from, you're
talking from two different sides. 'l give you this and Pll g{ve you this. Well, we shoulr‘
all be one, and it's not happening. So to me, that comes in as racism.

Question: Great. | have to get off the call, but thank you
everybody. Lynn from CTV signing off. Bye bye.

Unidentified Male: Is this the end of our news conference.

Question: | just got one more last question myself here at
Timmins base. It's far Mr. Angus.

Chartie Angus: Yes?

Question: Again, helio again.

Charlie Angus; Hello. (Inaudibie)

Question: And what do you think the next step should be for the

federal government?

Charlie Angus: Well we are, we are making a plan here with the
community leadership. Cerlainly, we'll be pushing for negotiations to.reopen, but we
will also be starting a national education campaign because | think Attawapiskat, as -
much as it doesnt want to be, is now going to become a symbol for how we need to fix
the federal government's educational responsibilities. And we’re, we're positive about
this campaign. We, we can’t accept the status quo, we won't accept the status quo so
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we will continue to work. Leadership will be coming to Ottawa. They'll be going to
Toronto and we're going to start to work on, on building support in our schools in the
Timmins region and go right, as far as we have to go. That's, that's what we will do
because our students deserve, deserve it. ’

Unidentified Male: Okay, | think that's it.

Charlie Angus: Okay well, we thank you for everyone who
participated.

Unidentified Female: Well thanks for holding it Charlie, and Chief Hall, if

you're there, | mean, CTV loves to get up there. We just have to find the right time and,
vou know, be able ta afford it because you know, it's expensive too getting flights.

Chief Theresa Hatll: Yes. The easiest and less expensive to come to visit
us in Attawapiskat is through the winter (inaudible). And we're onty accessible from
(inaudible} north. So, please do.

Unidentified Female: Okay. Thank you.
Unidentified Male: Alright. Take care. CTV, maybe you can pick us up
and take us there. (Laughter) -
Unidentified Female: Yeah, well okay. We can do kind of 2 bonvoy.
Unidentified Male: Yeah, we'll do that.
Unidentified Female: Ckay, bye} bye George.
Unidentified Mafe: Okay, bye guys. Thank you very much.

-30-
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BACKGROUND ADVICE

The Attawapiskat First Nation is located approximately 660 km north of Thunder Bay and has an on-
reserve population of approximately 1,550 people. The First Nation receives approximately $7 million a
year from the Department for its education needs. In addition, the Department has invested
approximately $5.1million to construct an addition to the high school and to provide additional classroom
space. In 2000 INAC spent approximately $3 million to build temporary portables to replace the closed
elementary school. In 2005, INAC funded approximately $250,000 for modifications to the high school to
move servicing infrastructure (electrical, computer connections, etc.) from the elementary to the
secondary school.
in March 2007, in response to a submission from the First Nation, INAC approved construction of an
addition to the existing high school, including three new classrooms and washrooms. INAC has
approved funding ($1,841,500) for this work, which commenced in July 2007 and is expected to be
complete before the end of March 2008.
The First Nation wants to censtruct a new slementary school. Treasury Board approval will be required
_because the project is expected to cost more than $15 million. INAC Ontario Region provided $194,718
to the First Nation in 2006-2007 to prepare a School Capital Planning Study. The study will provide the
information required for the preparation of funding approval documents. The First Nation submitted a
copy of the study to INAC on November 29, 2006. On July 30, 2007, INAC agreed with the First Nation
regarding the proposed size of the school. However, further revisions to the study were required.
On September 26, 2007, the First Nation was advised that the J. R. Nakogee School is not in the Long
Term Five-Year Capital Plan due to other priorities and that the Minister does not have the authority to
provide a ministerial loan guarantee for major capital projects. Correspondence of December 4, 2006
signed by the Minister states that the Minister was not prepared to provide the lender with a ministerial
loan guarantee prior to approval.
Funding pressures in the Department's Ontario Region have led to the Attawapiskat project not being
included on its capital plan. A Health Canada inspection indicates the current school has no immediate
health or safety concerns present.
On December 17, 2007, the First Nation was advised by the Regional Director General that no funds
were currently available for a new school as other health and safety concerns have taken precedence.
On September 13, 2006, INAC's former Minister met with the First Nation in Timmins, On
November 29, 2006, INAC regionai officials met with the First Nation in Toronto to continue to discuss
financing options and the implementation schedule.
The First Nation expects to negotiate an “Alternative to Education Capital Approach” with INAC to allow it
to construct its own school. Tuition savings and interim bank financing would be required for this
approach. A draft tuition proposal, provided by the First Nation, showed a cost per student amount that is
above acceptable education funding levels. Another financing option is a rental agreement between the
First Nation and INAC. Under this approach, the Department (or a private investor) would construct the
school, and the First Nation would pay an annual rental fee to the owner. Shouid the First Nation seek to
increase the size or the scope of the school project, it will need to do so by creating partnerships.
Media Coverage
On January 24, 2008, Timmins-James Bay MP Charlie Angus (NDP) held a news conference in
Attawapiskat, highlighting the condition of the existing school facilities. On January 31, 2008, MP Angus
raised the issue during Oral Questions in the House of Commons. In subsequent media reports, MP
Angus said he would start a "national campaign” to highlight the issue. On, and-around February 11,
2008, media reports indicated MP Angus' daughter Lola spoke to Grade 5 classmates about the school
situation in Attawapiskat, asking them to write letters to the Minister. The week of March 3, 2008
highlighted a 3.5 minute YouTube video ( hitp:/ixri.us/bhba8 ) supporting the campaign for a new school.
On March 6, 2008, Minister Strahl appeared on CTV’s Canada AM with MP Angus discussing the school
situation in Attawapiskat.
On February 11, 2008, the Timmins Daily Press quoted Ontario Education Minister Kathleen Wynne
saying she is "open to discussing the idea (of) ‘blended’ (provincial/federal) jurisdiction” for schools in
remote Ontario First Nations.
On January 15, 2002, the First Nation and its Education Authority filed a statement of claim, seeking
$90.2 million because of the alleged impact of the 1979 fuel spill on the elementary school system.
Discussions regarding an out of court settiement with the First Nation were held in late 2003 and early
2004. The issue remains before the courts.

Riding: Charlie Angus, Timmins—James Bay (NDP)
Contact Person: Joseph Young, Director, FSN-ON (807) 624-1575
Consulited: N/A
Parliamentary: Patricia Boucher (819) 953-9603
Approved by: Deborah Richardson, RDG-ON (416) 973-6201

CIDM # 204913 (TB)
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INDIAN AND NORTHERN AFFAIRS CANADA
MEDIA LINES
(for internal use only by spokespersons)

ISSUE
Proactive media lines with respect to the issue of the J.R. Nakogee Elementary School in
the Attawapiskat First Nation.

Key Message/Positioning Statement

« The education of Attawapiskat First Nation students is important to Indian and
Northern Affairs Canada (INAC).

Media Lines

o INAC tries to prioritize spending to get the money where it is needed most.

+ INAC has invested more than $5 million for temporary classroom accommodations, as
well as expansion and modification of space in the high school to allow elementary
school students to also use the space.

» A new elementary school in Attawapiskat is not currently in the Region’s long term
capital plan. The capital plan is prioritized to take into consideration the health and safety
of Ontario's First Nations.

+ INAC recognizes that Attawapiskat would like to move away from portable classrooms to
a permanent elementary school facility and discussions are continuing.

e Operations and maintenance of school facilities is the responsibility of First Nations.
INAC provides annual funding for this purpose.

If pressed oh how projects are prioritized
¢ [INAC's Nationa! Priority Ranking Framework priorities are:

. Protection of health and safety and assets (assets require upgrading or
replacements to meet appropriate standards);
. Health and safety improvements (upgrades of existing assets, new

construction/acquisition projects to mitigate an identified significant risk to
Health and Safety);

. Recapitalization / Major Maintenance (extend the useful operating life of a
facility or asset, or to maintain the original service level of the asset);
. Growth (anticipated community growth requiring new housing, roads,

schools, community buildings, etc).

BACKGROUND
The Attawapiskat First Nation, located approximately 660 kilometres north-northeast of
Thunder Bay, Ontario, has approximately 2,924 members, with 1,481 living on reserve.

There are two schools in the community: the J.R. Nakogee Elementary School (JK-Grade &)

1
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Commons. In subsequent media reports, MP Angus said he would start a “national
campaign” to highlight the issue. On, and around February 11, 2008, media reports
indicated MP Angus’ daughter Lola spoke to Grade 5 classmates about the school situation
in Attawapiskat, asking them to write letters to the Minister.

On February 11, 2008, the City of Timmins’ City Council passed a resolution, “petition{ing)
the Federal Government through INAC to provide the funding required to construct an
elementary school in Attawapiskat.” The resolution is being sent to the Prime Minister,
Minister Strahi, MP Angus and the Federation of Canadian Municipalities “for their
endorsation and support.” A copy of the resolution is available in Thunder Bay CIDM
207152,

On March 5, 2008, Timmins-James Bay MP Charlie Angus posted an online petition calling
for support for a new school for Attawapiskat First Nation (http://xrl.us/bhbaq ).

Media coverage during the week of March 3, 2008 highlighted a 3.5 minute YouTube video (
http://xrl.us/bhba8 ) supporting the campaign for a new school. On March 6, 2008, Minister
Strahl appeared on CTV's Canada AM with MP Angus discussing the school situation in
Attawapiskat.

Public statements on Canada/Ontario “blended jurisdiction”

On February 11, 2008, the Timmins Daily Press ( hitp://xrl.us/bfSqw ) quoted Ontario
Education Minister Kathleen Wynne saying she is "open to discussing the idea (cf)
‘blended’ (provincial/federal) jurisdiction” for schools in remote Ontario First Nations. An
editorial on February 12 ( http://xrl.us/bf5ay ) and Ontario MPP for Timmins-James Bay
Gilles Bisson (NDP) have also endorsed the idea of some level of provincial involvement or
jurisdiction in on-reserve schools, most recently with respect to a lack of federal funding for
librarians for smaller on-reserve schools (Timmins Daily Press, February 9, 2008,
http://xrlus/bf5tk ). Minister Wynne is quoted saying she is willing to discuss this issue with
Bisson. She is also quoted saying there are “on-going discussions with INAC”, but not on
the specific issues facing Attawapiskat.

INAC officials are in regular contact with various Ontario ministries to discuss day-to-day
operational concerns of common interest. As of February 13, 2008, INAC Ontario Region
has not been approached by Ontario with any specific or general concept of "blending” of on-
reserve educational jurisdiction. Self-government agreements set rules of priority on a
subject-by-subject basis for federal, provincial, and Aboriginal laws to resolve any possible
conflicts between these laws. Educational jurisdiction is one area such discussions can
address. For more background information on self-government negotiations in Ontario,
please refer to Annex 1: Aboriginal Self Government in Ontario.

Litigation



http://xrl.us/bf5gw
http://xrl.us/bhba8

FD?”'S'..L.a.rﬂiga.n_.,-..TH.U_.N.DRBY:#F_W?ﬁ.é,—viiQ'-.ME.D_'A_k!.N'.ES_,,(ENGU.SH.) T ATTAWAPISKAT_SCHOOLDOC  Paged|

March 3, 2003
TB CIDM 187514
On January 15, 2002, the First Nation and its Education Authority filed a statement of claim,
seeking $90.2 million because of the alleged impact of the 1979 fuel spill on the elementary
school system. Discussions regarding an out of court settlement with the First Nation were
held in late 2003 and early 2004. The issue remains before the courts.

DESIGNATED SPOKESPERSONS

B Ontario Region | indian and Northern Affairs Canada;i
Tony Prudori Tony Prudori
Acting Senior Information Officer Acting Senior Information Officer
(807) 624-1535 (807) 624-1535

TECHNICAL BACKGROUND
Brian Holm

Capital Management Officer
(807) 624-1549

Prepared by:
Tony Prudori/Linda Britt
(807) 624-1535

Approved by:

Susan Bertrand Acting Regional Communications Manager
Joseph Young Regional Program Director (FS-N)

Greg Coleman Acting Regional Communications Director

Deborah Richardson Regional Director-General
RIDING: Timmins-James Bay

Annex 1: Aboriginal Self Government in Ontario
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schools Cniang Feqon) madia covarage of this issee The gqualily

B CiDA 18751 reflact the stustion o sislamants pioviae,

Brizfing Hole -

Affawapiska! Media raporis (Timmins Dally Pras

TE CIDM 1985 Canada Sudbury) during the week of March 17, 2008 indi

L0M) . Jetferwting campaion has regched the nationai level Media alse repod
For Athany First Netion showed iig support lo Allawapiskal thal same week

QF Card - Altawapiskal through events in the cormmunity.

T8 CIOM 204913

warrant

A taliar from Minister Strahfs Dwector of Comrunications was read on cBC
Qs and As - Aftawapiskal  radie on Tussday, March 18, 2008 noting that “MP Angus s flal ouf wreng
{adciressing pasf when he repealadly says a new elemeniary school in Affawapiskal was
corresoondence with cancelled” and {hal *Minister Sfrahl has mel wifh MP &ngus on ihis issue,
Allawapiskal and hislory)  yet the NOP MP continues fo spresd inaccurecies
is in approvals

Schoo! 1esues i Onlano Ragion are garmenng incraasng media silenhan It

QP Card = BZA I also expecied tha! schoel issues in nlhar regions may aiso begn lcbe
TOR211457 raised. For ihis reason, Heaoquarters Commumications is finng & FR firm,
HHi and Krowden, to davelop & communiations slralogy and ralated
products 1o addrg 53 s 1ssue

M5034) -

The 0iis currantly rated 7 auf of 16, which means s in far conditicn
The last imspechon by departimant at ofhcials feok placa approxpmalely 18
months aqo (2608}

in 2004, {he Depariment undarlook an Educabion C project thal rapavad the
washrooms and the ventilation systerm, and alse upgraded ciassrooms. The
repairs cost $80,000

in 2006-2007, the Depariment provided & $38,500 portable. The fotal size
of tha schoo! is now 467 square rmaires, plus the 90 square malre poriabia

in March 2007, the Deouly Minister mel with BzZ4's Chief to discuss
concerns and work requirad on the existing schoa!

The Deputy Minisler recommanded ihal the First Naticn apply for funding
from Egucation C 16 repair the schoot roof. The Fust Nalion has nel yet
applied far this furding. Education C can be used for larger projecls needed
lo repalr schools

Smaller rapans are expectedio be funded fromthe Firs! Naban's cperalone
and mantenance budgei of $46,084 (2007-2008)
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;hat spveaks to the number of schools completed since 2006 and number of school projects underway, and
if possible, the number of these that are new schools. Due in DMO by 11 am.”

Can we provide those numbers?

Susan

>>> Dan Baxter 03/11/08 1:38 PM >>>
Its slow.. I'm working on it between phone calls and interruptions.

>>> Max Johnson 03/11/08 1:04 PM »>>
Looks like pressure is forthcoming. Where are we at with spreadsheet?

>>> Susan Bertrand 03/11/08 12:42 PM >>>

| was invited to participate in a teleconference atnoon today with Maryse Pesant and Anne Van Dusen,
SEPRO Communications Manager, to discuss the current situation respecting schools in Ontario Region
and the increasing attention this issue is receiving both in the media and in the House of Commons.

Maryse is offering us assistance to be paid for out of HQ Coms. She is hiring Hilt and Knowlton, a PR firm,
to develop a communications strategy and associated products to address the school issue both in
Ontario Region, and at the national level. The objective is to have consistent messaging and templates for
all products including media lines, Letters to the Editor, QP Cards, etc. Messaging, specific to each
school, will also be included.

Although this assistance is welcome, it will involve work at the regional level to work with Hill and Knowlion
to come up with a list of all schools in the Region and their current situation, including efforts made and
resources allocated for things like renovations, upgrades and repairs, The briefing note currently being

developed by Funding Services North on the school situation in the Reglon is a good starting point.
Maryse noted that she will request a short timeline of Aprit 1, 2008 to have a corﬁs strategy in place. f any
of you have questions/cancerns, she indicated that you are welcome 1o discuss these with her. This
teleconference was the first information we have received regarding this initiative.

Maryse woulg also like to know if we think there may be issues brewing with any other schools in the
Region, i.e. requests from MPs. letters from Chiefs, etc. Please fetme know if you are aware of any other
school that may garner attention.

| will provide you with updates as this initiative unfolds.

Susan

cC: Jon-Paul Blais, Gus Foresto, Dan Baxter
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Hi Daryl, 1 P
At:ached and below are lines on the Attawapiskat elementary school. An arlicle has akgpady [rénl inthe |
Timmins Daily Press on Saturdey (also below) and we have a media call from CP. Sinc na{iér{ai';med d
(CP} are inquiring we are seeking approval for these fines at HG. We need 1o respondio C r[:y this 11
afternoon 0 are trying to get approvals as quickly as possible (hence the efectronic approva s1 vs.a |
dacket). : : S

Glaudstte Russeil indicated that this would fall under your purview. Couid you piease review. h seimes
and obtain approvai from Marc Brooks? FYi - they have been RDG approved. iR SR
Thanks Daryl. ' ‘
Jif

INDIAN AND NORTHERN AFFAIRS CANADA (INAC)
MEDIA LINES
for internal use only by spokespersons)

ISSUE - _:
Delay in building of permanent elementary school in Attawapiskat due to capiial pressurgs.

MEDIA LINES :

- There i no moratorium in any capital budget areas in the INAC Oniario Region. |
- Due fo unusual funding pressures, INAG Ontario Region is reviewing its capital budget bn an
basis to ensure health and satety concerns are addressed. Some projects are deferred, put-n
cancelied. ’- S

- INAC has invested more than $3 million for temporary glassroom accommodation and moret
$250,000 to modify space in the high schooi to allow elementary school students to aiso use:

|
|
i

H

o

it

 spiace
Also, a Health Canada inspection indicates the current school facilities have no immediate he Fh or safély

concems,

Lol ot
1

1t pressed on what pressures are involved ‘

- A variety of national and regionat fadtors have contiibuted to unusual funding pressures suc
tabous shortage, high fuel and steel costs and some emergency stuations.

P LI L 1

Timmins Daily Press: School funds axed
Sat 18 Jan 2008

Page: A1

Section: Front

Buvline: Ron Grech

Parents in Attawapiskat feel they've been betrayed and let down.

A pubiic meeting was held this week advising the community the tederal government will ot b
the construction of a new school to repiace the cne that closed eight years ago.

The community has designs for a 5,000-square-foot elernentary school, but those blugprints
gathering dust, .

The oid elementary school was closed in May 2000 because it had been constructed on

Caines - Atiawapiskat Media Lines and Timmins Daly Press riele . . i ] -:1,5.. _Page 1

1 c
i !
A "}

From: Jill Caines ‘ : P ‘.

To: Hargitt, Daryi : E‘I L

Date: 1/21/2008 11:32:11 AM : Il

Subject: Attawapiskat Media Lines and Timmins Daily Press Article |
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INDIAN AND NORTHERN AFFAIRS CANADA \ L
MEDIA LINES \ -

{for internal use only by spokespersons) !
- S

ISSUE
Delay in buitding of permanent elementary schoot in Attawapiskat dug to
pressures.

Media Lines

« There is no moratorium in any of our capital budget areas in INAC
Region.

« Due to unusual funding pressures, INAGC Ontaric Region is reviewi of
capital budget on an ongoing pasis to ensure health and safety|con Ja
are a priority and addressed. No projects have been cancelled| Al
Health Canada inspection indicates the current school facilities hav
immediate health or safety concerns present.

« A new elementary school in Attawapiskat is not currently in the Regi
jong term capital plan. The capital plan is prioritized to take int
consideration the health and safety of Ontario's First Nations.

—

e INAC has invested more than $3 million for temporary classroom |
accommodations, and more than $250,000 to modify space in the hij

school to aliow elementary school students to also use the space.

e m?k
. Officials in the Ontario Region have worked diligently with the First Naj

to explore alternative funding options. Unfortunately, none of these
options have proven viable S0 far. We will continue to work withithe
Nation.

Jf pressed on what pressures are involved:
» A variety of factors have contributed o unusual funding pressur
as a skilled Jabour shortage, high fueil and steel costs, emergenc
situations and health and satety related infrastructure needs.

,’,S

if pressed on MP’s assertion that INAC “cancefied” a $30 million bank joan
guarantee?

e No, INAC has no authority 1o issue any Ministerial Loan Guarantees 101

anything other than housing projects. Again, officials in the Ontarip R
have worked with the First Natior to explore alternative funding optic
and are willing to continue this work. =

=

5

mns

7,

iont
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BACKGROUND

The Attawapiskat First Nation, located approximately 660 kilometres north-
northeast of Thunder Bay, Ontario, has approximately 2,924 members, with
1,481 living on reserve.

There are two schools in the community: the J.R. Nakogee Eiementary School
(JK-Grade 8) and the Vezina Secondary School {Grades 9-12). Initially, the two
schools were housed in the same building. However, the Attawapiskat First
Nation Education Authority, by way of a Band Council Resolution, closed the
elementary school on May 11, 2000, due to health and safety concerns related
to fuel contamination.

In response to the school’s closure, the Department provided approximately $3
million in November 2000, to build temporary portables to replace the closed
elementary school.

The First Nation wants to construct a new etementary school. Treasury Board
approval will be required because the project is expected to cost more than $15
mittion.

INAC Ontario Region provided $194,718 to the First Nation in 2006-2007 to
prepare a School Capital Planning Study. The study will provide the information
required for the preparation of funding approval documents.

The First Nation submitted a copy of the study to INAC on November 29, 2006.
On July 30, 2007, INAC agreed with the First Nation regarding the proposed size
of the school. However, further revisions to the study were required.

The First Nation alsoc wants to build an evacuation centre in the new school, with
an office, and sieeping and kitchen space to serve as a temporary sanctuary
during any flooding. On August 3, 2007, INAC approved approximatetly 226
square metres (2432.6 square feet) for such a space. :

On September 26, 2007, the First Nation was advised that the J. R. Nakogee
Schoo! is not in the Long Term Five-Year Capital Plan due to other priorities and
that the Minister does not have the authority to provide a ministerial loan
guarantee for major capital projects. Correspondence of December 4, 2006
signed by the Minister states that the Minister was not prepared o provide the
lender with a ministerial loan guarantee prior to approval.

A revised final draft copy of the study was submitted to the Department on
November 29, 2007, and is currently being reviewed.

On December 17, 2007, the First Nation was advised by the Regional Director
General not to proceed with the funding approval. The school will be
reconsidered for inclusion on the capital plan after other funding pressures have

(o]
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Jill Caines - FINAL - Atéa\uapxskat school capital p;essures FiNA DOC | L Page 3 |
| been addressed. : . :
; Litigation 5 : . i
\ On January 15, 2002, the First Nation and its Education Authority file ; S
: statement of claim, seeking $90.2 million because of the alleged imp ct the:
! 1979 fuel spill on the elementary schoo! system. Discussions regardin g a o ¢
; court settiement with the First Nation were held in late 2003 and earl - i
! While the issue remains before the courts, the action is not moving fo ar } 1
| because of progress being made on a new school for the community. L ‘
i DESIGNATED SPOKESPERSONS ‘\ 1
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| Linda Britt Linda Britt \ | i
i Acting Communications Officer Acting Communications Offiger ; :
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) TECHNICAL BACKGROUND || = |
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| (807)624-1549 \‘ ;
| EREEEY
; Prepared by: I
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| {807) 624-1535 | ‘:
% Approved by:

Susan Bertrand Acting Regional Communications Manager
i Joseph Young Regionai Program Director (FS-Nj
! Greg Coleman Acting Regional Communications Director ,
i Deborah Richardson Regional Director-General f
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- Anne Van Dusen - Fwd: GBC Newsworld Minister Strani Faged]

not on that short list.

>>Andrew: But this portable, from what Charlie Angus says, the NDP MP who has been spearheading
their campaign to get a new facility built, they say that these kids are attending classes in winter coats
because it's so cold that the windows don't close properly and the fire doors don't open. Aren't those
health and safety concerns?

>>Minister Strahl: Well, they absolutely are and | haven't seen examples that Charlie is talking about.
There's a budget, of course, for maintaining the school and that will be a priority. There's a lot of money
given for that and so if there's shortcomings, if the window doesn't close, it needs to be fixed and if the
door doesn't open, let's get it fixed. But Charlie has a habit, you know, of making things important to
Charlie, unfortunately and whether it's - | have correspondence with him on outrageous claims and it's
always personal and he says | moved to shut down the school construction. | mean I;m moving to build as
many schools and to do as many things as we can, but the truth is you can't do it all in one year and you
can't do it all at any morment in time if other facilities are burned down. You do what you can with the funds
you've got.

>>Andrew: This may be important to Charlie but from some of the pictures that | saw it's important to the
kids, and they were holding up signs saying, please give us a school and we need a school. One of the
signs was particularly cynical, but | don’t think you can blame them. And it said we don't have a real school
and if the federal government has its way we never will.

>>Minister Strahl: Right. Well, obviously the kids want new and bigger facilities, | understand that. On the
other hand, | think that people understand what's going on here to with Charlie and others. You can build a
mighty sign and you can make a pile of noise out of it but the truth is that we have to prioritize based on
health and safety. Now, of course we'll continue to work with the community. We're looking at options and
we're talking to the Chief and Council, and Charlie himself came to me just in December looking at a
different financing option that we examined at his request. ! mean, things continue. His proposition that,
you know, doomsday scenario that nobody cares and nobody wants to build it is simply not true.

>>Andrew: The Minister of Indian Affairs, Chuck Strahl talking to us from Ottawa.

Jim Hurcomb

To access Newsdesk directly, visit htip://newsdesk.
Pour l'acces direct a Infomedia, veuillez visiter http://infomedia
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fTaia Tarvainen - Re. DOGKET DISCREPANGY. Attawapiskal/school T Page 1],

From: Tony Prudori

To: Taia Tarvainen

Date: 2/14/2008 11:268:33 AM

Subject: Re: DOCKET DISCREPANCY: Attawapiskat/school

Ladies & gents, mystery solved - it appears the $2M is corract....

Well, | just spoke with Brian, who said to me, “oh, that includes a $1.8M addition to the high school that is
in progress”. Although the $1_8M addition isn't ONLY to accomodate elementary school students, some of
the space can be used for this purpose. When | asked him why he hadn't mentioned this earlier, he said,
“| dign’t want to bother you with having to expiain the concept” (or words to that effect}.

Thanks, all, for your patience - | will be updating our Media Lines shortly.

<<TONY>>

>>> Taia Tarvainen 2/14/08 11:06:26 AM >>>

The docket said $250,000 until Jan. 23, then it was changed by eifher Brian Holm ar maybe even Greg - |
can't for sure tell. There is $2 million highlighted as a change in the cidms version of Jan. 30.

This particutar letter has been looked at numerous times since then by Funding Services and Leigh and
RDG. |If the $2 million figure is incorrect, then that is surprising. .

>>> Tony Prudori 02/14/08 10:52 AM >>>
{ was checking the most recent Ministerial docket for Charlie Angus on Attawapiskat (221169/222491,
attached) for material for other products, and this paragraph jumped out at me:

"The Department has invested more than $3 million for temporary classroom accomodation, and more

than $2 million for modifications in the high school to accamodate the use of space by Attawapiskat's

elamentary school students.”

The figure that's been used in other correspondence (like anather letier to the Chief (attached)) as well as
. in media interviews (based on RDG-approved media lines, also attached) is more than $250,000 for

modifications to the high school.

Thought you'd want to know....

cc: Gait York: Greg Coleman; Linda Britt; Susan Bertrand
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From: Leigh Jessen

To: Tanya Crimp, Joseph Young, Max Johnson
Date: 3/8/2008 9:55:38 AM

Subject: Re: Attawapiskat letters

Thank you Max.

----QOriginal Message-----

From: Max Johnson

To: Joseph Young <Youngd @inac-ainc.gc.ca>
Tanya Crimp <CrimpT@inac-ainc.gc.ca>

CC: Mary-Ann Avella <AvellaMA@inac-ainc.gc.ca>
Susan Bertrand <BertrandSE@inac-ainc.gc.ca>
Brian Holm <HolmB@inac-ainc.g¢.ca>

Leigh Jessen <JessenL@inac-ainc.gc.ca>

Kelly Maurice <MauriceK@lnac-ainc.gc.ca>
Deborah Richardson <RichardsonD@inac-ainc.ge.ca>
Tala Tarvainen <TarvainenT@inac-ainc.gc.ca>
Creation Date: 3/8 9:49 am

Subject: Re. Attawapiskat letters

will pravide first thing Monday am

>>> Tanya Crimp 03/07/08 2:37 PM >>>
HiJos,

MO called about the Attawapiskat letters to the MP and the Chief. The haven't sent them because they are
incansistent in terms of the funding provided to Attawapiskat 777

The letter fo the MP states that INAC has provided more than 250 K towards the temp school but the letter
to the Chief states that INAC has provided more than 2M and our media lines state that INAC has
provided more than 5M so they wani o know what the correct figrues are.

Please advise asap.

Thark you.
Tanya

p.s. Tracking #s are ON4397 and Z21169

CC: Taia Tarvainen, Deborah Richardson, Kelly Maurice, Brian Holm, Susan Bertrand, Mary-
Ann Aveila
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[ Taia Tanvainen - Terminoiogy - whats "in” the LTCP, internal and external documents/messaging Page 1|

From: Greg Coleman

To: Exec Services and Comms - Ontario

Date: 3/18/2008 10:50:11 AM

Subject: Terminology - what's "in" the LTCP, internal and external documents/messaging

I've had some concerns ahout certain capital projects being "in" the L.ong Term Capital Plan, but only as 2
note under “future years” i.e. it's not really part of the plan. For clarity, Funding Services directors will be
asking their staff not to state that a project “in the plan” unless funding is identified to flow within the five-
year scope of the plan. Any project that has doliars fiowing only as a note under "future years" are
officially not in the plen, and all documents and messaging should reflect that.

i can clarify further at the staff meeting if you wish, but the key thing is fo watch for any reference to a
project being "in the plan for future years” or sorme variant on that.

Thank you,
Greg

>>> Bob Maguire 03/18/08 911 AM >>>
Greg:

Excellent point and | agree with you. | recommend that if the project is in Future ysars it is not currently on
the plan based upon some recent discussions like this | have had with the RDG.

Robert (Bob) Maguire

AjAssociate Regional Director General, South
Ontario Region, INAC

416-973-8111

416-525-2800 csli

Sent by blackberry wireless

-—--Original Message----

From: Greg Coleman

To: Leigh Jessen <Jgssent @inac-ginc.qe.ca>
Joseph Young <YoungJ@inac-ainc.gc.ca>
Bob Maguire <MaquireB@inac-ainc.q¢.ca>
Steve White <WhiteS@inac-ainc.gc.ca>

CC: Susan Bertrand <BertrandSE@inag-ainc.ac.ca>
Creation Date: 3/18 9:06 am -

Subject: Terminology - what's "In" the LTCP

Not trying to split hairs unnec¢essarily, but I'm looking at the Cat Lake school briefing note and have a
question. Il states Cat Lake is in {on) the LTCP, but deferred to future years, or on the plan in "future
years budget,” or on the plan "no cash flow indicated.”

With Attawapiskat, when funds still appeared in "future years" but not within the actuat plan's five-year
scope, we've publicly said "not currently in the capital plan." Is it possible to make a decision for both
internal and external documnents that something is “in the plan” if cash flows within the five years, and not
in the plan but identified by the Region as a future requirement when funds appear only in the "future
years” column? My concern is someone waving 3 briefing note with “in the plan” in the House, and our
having to get into long explanations about "future years," the plan's five-year scope, efc. thal no one wili
hear.

Thanks,
Greg
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From: Susan Bertrand

Sent: 2(11/2008 4:29:39 PM

To: Tony Prudori;Greg Coleman;Brock Worobel
ce:

BCC:

Subject: Re: Fwd: CBC Radio on Attiwapascal

Just FYL 1 spoke to him about two weeks ago about this issue,

Go ahead and respond. Basically, our message is nothing has changed... and deliver the fines. Stick to them to
the letter!! This is another ane that just isn't going to go away.

Susan

>>> Brock Worobel 02/11/08 12:59 PM >>>
Hi there,

I can respond to this if you want Susan. ['ll deliver the lines that we have on them. Let me knowr.

Brock Worobel

Communications Officer

Exacutive Sarvices and Communications

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, Onfatio Reglon
Toronto, CANADA

T/416.973.2158 (/416.426.0503

>> > Margot Geduld Monday, February 11, 2008 12:46:57 PM >>»
Dave Ducharme, CBC Radio Sudbury, 705-688-3210

They are seeking a taped Interview to give INAC an opportunity to update on the situation with the delay at Athwapascat

school, He indicated that this story keep coming back and they would like to reexamine as a resuit of letter writing
campaign by students in Cobalt.

Are you able to handie in the region?
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From: Susan Bertrand

Sent: 21372008 4:44:32 PM

To: PublicAffairs Public Affairs Team

Ce:

BCC:

Subject: Media Relations Report - Ontaric Reglon

* Lenmy Carpenter (Wawatay News {705) 360-4558) called for 2 clarification as to why First Nations such as
Attawapiskat and North Spirit Lake are not getting new schools, specifically what are the funding pressures that
Ontario Region is facing. T defiver the MO approved fine that funding pressures include a skitled labour shortage,
high fuet and steel costs and emergency situations. The reporter had no further questions.

Susan E, Bertrand .

A/Manager Communications Operatlons and Media Relations
Executive Services and Communications

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada

100 Anemki Drive - Suite 101

Thunder Bay, Ontario P73 1AS

Telephone; (807) 624-1531

Fax: (807) 623-8304

pertrandse@inac.gc.La
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RDG approved March 17, 2008
TB CIDM 210470

Annex 3
Background: Wabaseemoong First Nation School

In 1999-2000, INAC Ontario Region provided $88,000 to the First Nation to
complete a School Capital Planning Study. The new school was scheduled for
construction in 2001-2004. However, due to issues related to the water and
wastewater treatment plants, the funding for construction of the school was re-
allocated to the construction of the water and wastewater treatment plants.

The First Nation began preparations of the Preliminary Project Approval (PPA)
submission in September, 2005. Ontario Region granted PPA in February 20086.
Because the cost of the school project was estimated at over $15 million, the PPA
submission was forwarded to INAC Headquarters in February 2006 for approval. In
November 2006, Ontario Region was given direction to process the PPA for the
design funding. Smith Carter Architects will have the design complete for the First
Nation by the end of March 2008.

In January 2007, the Department provided $100,000 to clean up the school, and to

remediate mold and air quality issues within the school which led to a temporary
school closure from January 15 through 29, 2007.

In December 2007, the First Nation was advised that Ontario Region is facing
significant financial pressures against its Capital Facilities and Maintenance
program. Consequently, the construction of the new school in Wabaseemoong has
been moved into future years in the Region's long term capital plan.

The Department offered to purchase three portable classrooms in January 2008 to
assist the First Nation in managing overcrowding in the existing school, however, the
First Nation rejected this offer.

Funding for community infrastructure projects

Since 2001, INAC Ontario Region provided approximately $15 million for various
infrastructure projects in the community, including $6.3 million in 2001-2002 for a
new wastewater treatment plant, $8.0 million in 2003-2004 for a new water treatment
plant and tower, and $250,000 in 2004-2005 for a youth centre. INAC Ontario
Region also allocated $270,000 in 2004-2005 for Education AC@ repairs and a
portable for the existing school.
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Mr. Chartie Angus, MP
House of Commons
OTTAWA ON K1A 0AB

Dear Mr. Ahgus:

Thank you for your letter of November 19, 2007, regarding the need for a new
elementary school at the Attawapiskat First Nation.

| appreciate the need for providing a positive leaming environment for students, and the
challenges that First Nation Education Authorities face in defivering education services.
Your commitment to First Nations in addressing these challenges is to be commended.

On December 6, 2007, my Ontario regional staff received the final draft of the
Attawapiskat First Nation’s School Capital Planning Study. This study is the first step in
the Treasury Board's submissian process that you referenced in your letter,

We will provide the First Nation with our comments as soon as possible.

it has taken almost three years to get to this stage of the funding approval process, and
the Department has done everything in its power to move this important project forward.
However, in the time since your March 10, 2005 meeting and the Department’s receipt
of the First Nation's School Capital Planning Study, exceptional funding pressures have
arisen for the Department’s Ontario Region. This has caused a number of new school
projects to be deferred into future years, including Attawapiskat First Nation's. This
message was communicated to the Aftawapiskat First Nation Education Authority
through its spokesperson, on December 17, 2007.

I trust that this information is of assistance. Thank you for your interest in this matter.

Sincerely,

Chuck Strah!
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