


2015	Honourary Bear Witness at the Truth and Reconciliation Commission  

Closing Ceremonies and Report Release in Ottawa, ON. 

2013-2014 Honourary Bear Witness at the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal  

on First Nations Child Welfare in Ottawa, ON 

2013	 Honourary Bear Witness at the Phoenix Sinclair Inquiry in 

Winnipeg, MB

2013	 Honourary Bear Witness at the Federal Court of Appeal in 

Ottawa, ON 

2012	Honourary Bear Witness at the Federal Court in Ottawa, ON

2012	Honourary Bear Witness at Moore v. British Columbia at the 

Supreme Court of Canada in Ottawa, ON 

BOOKS AND MOV IES

2017 to present � Bear-creator (and model!) of annual Spirit Bear’s  

Guide to Reconciliation Calendar

2018	Bear-author of Spirit Bear: Fishing for Knowledge, Catching Dreams

2018	Bear-creator of Spirit Bear and Children Make History Learning Guide

2017	 Bear-author of Spirit Bear and Children Make History 

2017	 Bear-creator of the Spirit Bear Plan

2016	Bear actor in We Can’t Make the Same Mistake Twice directed  

by Alanis Obomsawin 

MEDIA

2018	APTN: Cindy Blackstock’s Spirit Bear book written to 

explain human rights to youngsters.

2017	 CTV Power Play: Day of action for Indigenous children 

2017	 CTV: Meet “Spirit Bear”: A symbol of Indigenous 

reconciliation 

HOBBIES
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Spirit Bear: Fishing for 
Knowledge, Catching Dreams

Based on a True Story

BEArbine 
LakE

Spirit Bear is off on another 
adventure! Follow him as 
he learns about traditional 
knowledge and Residential 
Schools from his Uncle 
Huckleberry and his friend, 
Lak’insxw, before heading 
to Algonquin territory, 
where children teach him 
about Shannen’s Dream.

Spirit Bear and his new 
friends won’t stop until 
Shannen’s Dream of “safe 
and comfy schools” comes 
true for every First Nations 
student.
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where children teach him 
about Shannen’s Dream.

Spirit Bear and his new 
friends won’t stop until 
Shannen’s Dream of “safe 
and comfy schools” comes 
true for every First Nations 
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Dear Uncle Huckleberry,

Look up at the stars tonight. If you look closely, 

you’ll see Shannen Koostachin lighting the way.

Shannen knew that school should be a time for 

dreams and that every child deserves to have a 

safe and comfy school, a proper education, and to 

feel proud of who they are. Every child is sacred.

Did you know that many First Nations schools 

get less money from the government than other 

schools? Shannen knew this was wrong. And so do I.

And like my mom, Mary the Bear, always says, 

when we see something wrong, we need to help 

make things right!
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Me, at home, baking cookies

me, helping plant  
a Heart Garden


