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Dedication
In loving memory of Jordan River Anderson, whose legacy is one of 
justice, dignity, and love. Though his life was short, he left behind a 
powerful gift for First Nations children, youth, and families: Jordan’s 
Principle. Jordan’s Principle is 
a child-first principle and legal 
rule ensuring First Nations 
children get the services they 
need, when they need them.

Jordan’s legacy lives on in all of 
us who stand up for First Nations 
children. Jordan’s Principle is a 
forever sacred responsibility that 
reminds us that children must 
come first.
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About Jordan’s Principle  
and This Scrapbook

Jordan River Anderson was a young boy from Norway 
House Cree Nation in Manitoba who was born in 1999 
with multiple disabilities. For over two years, he lived 
in a children’s hospital in Winnipeg because the federal 
government and provincial government of Manitoba 
could not agree on who would pay for his at-home 
care. The disagreement took place because federal and 
provincial/territorial governments often cannot agree on 

who should pay for services for First Nations children, 
even when the service is normally available to other 
children. The result is that First Nations children are 
left waiting while governments argue about payment. 
Unfortunately, Jordan died in the hospital at the age of 
five, before he could experience living in a family home.

In 2005, Jordan’s family and community bestowed a 
great honour and responsibility on all of us by allowing 
his name to be used for Jordan’s Principle. Jordan’s 
Principle was named in the 2005 report Wen:de: We 
Are Coming to the Light of Day, which exposed the deep 
systemic barriers preventing First Nations children from 
accessing needed services and supports. In response to 
advocacy from Jordan’s family, community, and other 
First Nations and supporters, the House of Commons 
unanimously passed a motion in 2007 supporting 
Jordan’s Principle.

Jordan’s family with supporters and Member of Parliament, 

Jean Crowder, who tabled the Jordan’s Principle motion
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Despite the unanimous support from all Members 
of Parliament, Canada chose not to properly implement 
Jordan’s Principle, and First Nations children continued 
to be denied services due to Canada’s excessively 
narrow and restrictive interpretation. In 2016, the 
Canadian Human Rights Tribunal (Tribunal) issued a 
landmark ruling, finding that Canada is discriminating 
against First Nations children in its provision of 
services. The Tribunal ordered Canada to stop the 
discrimination and prevent it from happening again. 
Yet, despite close to 30 legal orders since then, Canada 
has still not implemented Jordan’s Principle according 
to the Tribunal’s orders.

Full implementation of Jordan’s Principle is both a 
legal obligation and a requirement for reconciliation. 
Jordan’s Principle is one of the top Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action (Call to 
Action #3) and is echoed in the National Inquiry into 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girl’s 

Calls for Justice (Call 3.2). These calls emphasize that 
equitable access to health, education, and social 
services is foundational to reconciliation and justice for 
Indigenous peoples in Canada.

In 2025, we celebrate the 20th anniversary of Jordan’s 
Principle. While some progress has been made, and 
Jordan’s Principle has been life-changing and life-saving 
for thousands of First Nations children, much more 
needs to be done to end the federal government’s 
discrimination in implementing Jordan’s Principle. In 
honour of the 20th anniversary of Jordan’s Principle, 
people across Canada came together to stand up for 
the rights of First Nations children and make this Bear 
Witness Day the most bear-rific yet. Celebrated annually 
on May 10, Bear Witness Day honours Jordan River 
Anderson and his family for the gift of Jordan’s Principle 
and invites people of all ages to “bear witness” to ensure 
Jordan’s Principle is fully implemented! Teddy bears 
were Jordan’s favourite toy.
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This scrapbook highlights some of the many events 
that were held in May 2025 to honour the tremendous 
impact of Jordan River Anderson’s life and legacy. The 
largest events took place in Winnipeg, Manitoba, and 
Ottawa, Ontario. Both are significant locations related 
to Jordan’s Principle.

In Winnipeg, Sagkeeng Child and Family Services and 
Kinosao Sipi Minisowin Agency hosted a Bear Witness 
Day parade with Jordan’s family as honoured guests. 
Premier Wab Kinew delivered a statement in Cree in the 
Manitoba legislature honouring Jordan, his family, and 
Jordan’s Principle.

In Ottawa, across the street from the House of 
Commons, where Jordan’s Principle was passed 
unanimously by Members of Parliament in 2007, 

Senators Francis, Audette, Greenwood, Harder, 
Klyne, and White joined with the Assembly of Seven 
Generations and the Caring Society to host a Bear 
Witness Day celebration for elementary and high-school 
students at the Senate of Canada. The thoughtful letters 
and beautiful drawings created by these students can 
be found throughout this scrapbook.

The final section of the scrapbook highlights some 
of the many uplifting and impactful celebrations that 
took place from coast to coast to coast.

As we look back on 20 years of Jordan’s 
Principle, and commit to ensuring its full and proper 
implementation by Canada, may this scrapbook serve 
as a reminder and gesture to honour the tremendous 
impact of Jordan River Anderson’s life and legacy.
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Special Thank You
Thank you to the students from Ms. Kathy Schuiteboer’s class at 
Pierre Elliot Trudeau Elementary School for creating the beautiful 
image on the cover of this scrapbook.
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Bear Witness Day in Winnipeg
Sagkeeng Child and Family Services and Kinosao Sipi 
Minisowin Agency hosted a Bear Witness Day event in 
Winnipeg to honour the 20th anniversary of Jordan’s 

Principle. Jordan River Anderson’s family collaborated 
on the day’s events and were honoured guests. Youth 
leader Angel led children, families, and supporters on a 

march from The Forks to Memorial 
Park, which is across from the 
Manitoba Legislature. At the park, 
young people and leaders spoke to 
the crowd and enjoyed lunch and 
an afternoon full of fun activities.

On May 8, Premier Wab Kinew 
delivered a statement in the 
Manitoba Legislature in Cree. He 
honoured Jordan River Anderson, 
Jordan’s family, and Jordan’s 
Principle. The statement also 
reflected on The Spirit Bear Day Act, 
which was passed by the Manitoba 
legislative assembly in 2018 to 
honour Jordan’s memory and 
annually recognize the importance 
of Jordan’s Principle on May 10.Premier Wab Kinew with Jordan River Anderson’s family and supporters



Jordan’s Principle 20th Anniversary Scrapbook18

Premier Wab Kinew’s Speech in Cree

manito maskwa kīsikāw

Hon. Wab Kinew (Premier): opīkiskwēw, 
nipasikōn anohc kā‑kisikāk,ta‑wīhtamān, mitātaht 
kā‑itakimiht sākipakāwi‑pisim, oma kīsikāw, Spirit 
Bear day kā‑isi- kiskēnihcikatēk, ē‑kistēnihtākwanik, 
mina ē‑kiskisināniwanik Jordan River Anderson 
opimatisiwiniw, ēkwa ē‑ohpinikatēk kiskēnihtamowin 
awāsisak kwyask ta pamihihcik opimatisiwiniwāhk, 
mīna mitoni ta‑kistēnihtākwak Jordan›s Principle.

awa napēsis Jordan, kinosēw‑sīpihk ohci, 
Norway House Cree Nation, ispiy kā‑nihtāwikit 
misiwē kī‑isi‑animihtāw, misiwē ēkī‑itāspinēt, kapē 
kā‑pimātisit ahkosiwi‑kamikohk kī‑kanawēnimaw, 
ina mwāc ohci kaskihtācik ta‑itasowēcik awēna 
ta‑tipahikēstamawāt kisāspin kī‑pakitiniht ta‑kīwēt – 
Canada kihci‑okimānāhk, ahpo Manitoba okimānāhk. 
ina ēki‑tasi‑ohtami‑anwēhtahkik ta‑tipahikēstamawācik 
opamihihēwiniw, ēkwani mwāc ohci kiwētahāw 
Jordan, itē takī‑kanawēnimikot mina takī‑sītoskākot 
onīkīkwa, owīcisana, owahkomākana, mīna takī 
-wicihikot owici‑ininīma, māka kapē ē‑isi‑cimāsinik 

o‑pimatisiwin kī‑pamihāw āhkosiwi‑kamikohk. ispiy 
kā‑pōni‑pimātisit, kī‑wanāstāniwan Jordan›s Principle, 
wanasowēwin, kēhcināc ininiwi‑awāsisak kwayask 
ta‑pamīhihcik, kahkinaw kēkwan ē‑isi‑natawēnihtahkik, 
pamīstākēwina ta‑miskahkik – .ta‑kiskēnihcikātēk 
awēna ta‑tipahikēstamākēt awāsisi‑pamihiwēwin ohci.

oma kīsikaw kika‑kiskisinaw mona ina poko 
wanasowēwin, ohci, māka ininiwi‑awāsisak sākōc 
ta‑otihtahkihk pamihiwēwin ēkwa wicihiwēwin 
kā‑isi‑natawēnihtahkik, mona ina āyītaw ta‑anwēhtahkik 
ta‑wicihiwēcik onikāniwak.

omisi itastēw Jordan›s Principle, mona pēyak 
awāsis ta‑kakwātakihtāw mīna mona pēyak 
ta‑wanikisitotawāw, pēyakwan ta‑isi‑pamihāw 
tāpiskōc kotakiyak awāsisak. kwayask‑itōtākēwin 
ta‑kiskēnihtahkik awāsisak, ta‑kistēnimihcik, 
ta‑mino‑pamihihcik kāpē, mino‑ayāwin asici 
nikanēnihtākosiwin ta‑wāpahtahkik kapē.

ē‑isi‑kistēnihtakwahk Jordan›s Principle ahpo 
Jordan River Anderson opimātisiwin kiskisowin, poko 
ta‑kanawāpahtamahk manotēwak kākī‑pē‑otinaskēcik, 
ēkwa anihi kākī‑nakatamākawiyahkok, poko 
mitoni sōhki ta‑māmawi‑atoskātamahk kwayask 
ta‑pamihihcik ininiwi‑awāsisak, mona nōhta kwayask 
ta‑kanawēnihcikatēniki otininākosiwiniwāwa.
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Honourable Speaker, oma kā‑nakiskamāhk nisitanaw 
askiy aspin kākī‑nakataskēt Jordan, kistēnihtākwaniw 
okiskisiwin, opimātisiwn, ēkwa kitasotamāsonaw tahto 
awāsis kwayask ta‑itōtawāyahk, manācihiwēwin ēkwa 
minwatisiwin, asici kisēwātisiwin ohci.

kiwapahtēnaw osōhkātisiwiniwāw Jordan 
owāhkomākana inikohk kākī‑atoskātahkik kwayask 
ta‑itastāniwanik ininiwi‑awāsisak -pamihiwēwin, kākī 
-kēhcinahocik mona wīhkac kotak ininiw ta‑itāpahtahk 
kākī‑itāpahtahkik wīnawāw. kinanāskomitināwāw 
kākī -miniyāhk Jordan otācimowin ēkwa owīnowin, 
mino‑wāhkohtowin ta‑kiskēnihcikatēk, mīna 
ta‑mino‑wicēwitoyahk.

asici mīna, niwī‑kīhkāyēnihtākohānān Dr. Cindy 
Blackstock, kākī -wāpahtahk Jordan‑a kākī‑ispanihīkonit, 
kinwēs ēki‑atoskātahk kwayask ta‑isi pamihihcik 
ininiwi‑awāsisak. Dr. Blackstock ēkī‑nīkāniskahk, ēkī – 
kēhcināhot ta‑atoskēmakahk oma wicihiwēwin misiwē 
ota Canada, ta‑astēk tipahikēwin, kahkinaw awāsisak 
kwayask ta‑pamihihcik.

Jordan kikistēnihtākohitinān. 
ēkosāni, kinanāskomitinān. 
ēkwa kīnawāw kahkinaw kinanāskomitināwāw.

Premier Wab Kinew’s Speech,  
translated to English

Honourable Speaker, today, I rise to recognize May 10th 
as Bear Witness Day, also known in Manitoba as Spirit 
Bear Day – a day to honour the memory of Jordan River 
Anderson and to raise awareness about children’s 
rights and the importance of Jordan’s Principle.

Jordan was a young boy from Norway House Cree 
Nation born with complex medical needs who spent his 
entire life in hospital because governments could not 
agree on who should pay for his in-home healthcare 
costs. Those delays meant Jordan was never able to 
be at home, surrounded by family and his community; 
instead, he lived his short life in hospital. After his 
passing, Jordan’s Principle was established to ensure 
that First Nations children receive the services they 
need and do not face gaps, delays or denials, caused by 
jurisdictional disputes.

This day reminds us that Jordan’s Principle is more 
than a policy–it is a powerful expression of children’s 
inherent human rights. It ensures that First Nations 
children receive the services and supports they need 
without delay and without being caught in jurisdictional 
disputes between governments.
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At its core, Jordan’s Principle affirms that no child 
should suffer or be left behind because of systemic 
inequalities. It is a tool of justice, designed to uphold 
the dignity, health, and wellbeing of children by placing 
their needs first – always.

Honouring Jordan’s Principle and the memory of 
Jordan River Anderson means confronting the legacy of 
colonialism and working actively to ensure fairness and 
equity for First Nations kids who deserve nothing less 
than the full protection of their rights.

Honourable Speaker, as we mark the 20th anniversary 
of his passing, we honour Jordan’s memory, and we 
recommit ourselves to treat every child with dignity, 
fairness, and compassion.

We recognize the strength and advocacy of Jordan’s 
family, who pushed for needed changes within public 
health systems and who fought to ensure that no other 
family would have to endure the same injustice. Thank 
you for gifting all of us with Jordan’s story and his name 
as a call to action so we can walk in a good way.

And, finally, we also acknowledge Dr. Cindy Blackstock 
for her work to ensure Jordan’s experiences show us 
how to make things better for First Nations children. 
Dr. Blackstock’s leadership across Canada has helped 
turn a principle into real action for thousands of children.

Jordan, we honour you. 
Thank you. 
And to all of you, we thank you all.

Anderson family members with Premier Wab Kinew and 

supporters at the Manitoba Legislature



Jordan’s Principle 20th Anniversary Scrapbook 21

Photo credit: Charlene Lafreniere

Jordan’s father, 

Ernest Anderson, 

cuts the cake!
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Children helping to open the Bear Witness celebration
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Youth leader Angel receives her bear crown
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Bear Witness Day at the Senate of Canada
On May 10, over 300 students and adults from the 
Ottawa-Gatineau region, along with their teddy bears, 
came together at the Senate in Ottawa to “bear witness” 
and celebrate the 20th anniversary of Jordan’s Principle. 
Students came dressed to the nines, rocking their 
bear crowns, blue t-shirts, and friendship bracelets. 
We were especially honoured to have students from 
Kitigan Zibi elementary school travel over two hours 
to join the celebration! After opening remarks from 
Kokum Shirley, several students shared their heartfelt 
letters and collages that highlighted the importance 
of the full implementation of Jordan’s Principle. 
Nimkeehns Wemigwans and youth drummers from 
Kitigan Zibi shared several songs, while guests took 
part in the biggest round dance to ever take place at 
the Senate. We were thrilled to host this Bear Witness 
Day gathering in partnership with the Assembly of 
Seven Generations and Senators Francis, Audette, 
Greenwood, Harder, Klyne, and White. Many thanks 
to all the students who showed us what it means to 
“bear witness”!

A7G youth get ready to host!
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Teddies and bear crowns, oh my!
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Senator Francis receives the gift of a 

beaded blue bear pin for his long-time 

support of Jordan’s Principle
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Round dance time!
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Youth drummers from Kitigan Zibi 

honoured us with songs
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Bear Witness Day  
from Coast to Coast to Coast

From coast to coast to coast, students, teachers, families, and communities came 
together to celebrate Bear Witness Day in heartwarming and creative ways. Classrooms 
and communities buzzed with excitement as teddy bears took centre stage, joining in 
on letter-writing campaigns, story-telling circles, and joyful events filled with arts and 
homemade treats.

Whether through baking bear-shaped pancakes, crafting with love, or writing 
powerful messages to leaders, people of all ages found meaningful ways to honour 
Jordan’s Principle and stand up for the rights of First Nations children. The celebrations 
in the pictures that follow are just a few that took place across Canada on Bear Witness 
Day 2025.
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Kids Club made Bear Crowns for Bear 

Witness Day at the West Scarborough 

Neighbourhood Community Centre, Ontario
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Spirit Bear Picnic with St. Monica’s School, 

Ottawa, Ontario
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St. John Paul || Catholic Elementary School 

Bear Witness Day, Bolton, Ontario
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SickKids honoured Bear Witness Day with 

Grandmother Vivian as Elder-in-Residence, 

Toronto, Ontario
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Juniper Elementary School Land 

Base Education, Bear Witness 

Day Activities, Thompson, 

Manitoba



Jordan’s Principle 20th Anniversary Scrapbook 59

Bear Witness Day in Akwesasne, Ontario 

and Quebec
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Teddy Bear Picnic 

and Tea Party  

for Bear Witness Day 

in Komoka, Ontario

Sir John Franklin High School, Taste of the 

North on Bear Witness Day with a special 

picnic, Yellowknife, NT
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