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Dedication

In loving memory of Jordan River Anderson, whose legacy is one of
justice, dignity, and love. Though his life was short, he left behind a
powerful gift for First Nations children, youth, and families: Jordan's
Principle. Jordan’s Principle is
a child-first principle and legal
rule ensuring First Nations
children get the services they
need, when they need them.
Jordan'’s legacy lives on in all of
us who stand up for First Nations
children. Jordan’s Principle is a
forever sacred responsibility that
* reminds us that children must

come first. ’ *
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About Jordan's Principle
and This Scrapbook

Jordan River Anderson was a young boy from Norway
House Cree Nation in Manitoba who was born in 1999
with multiple disabilities. For over two years, he lived

in a children’s hospital in Winnipeg because the federal
government and provincial government of Manitoba
could not agree on who would pay for his at-home
care. The disagreement took place because federal and

provincial/territorial governments often cannot agree on

who should pay for services for First Nations children,
even when the service is normally available to other
children. The result is that First Nations children are
left waiting while governments argue about payment.
Unfortunately, Jordan died in the hospital at the age of
five, before he could experience living in a family home.
In 2005, Jordan’s family and community bestowed a
great honour and responsibility on all of us by allowing
his name to be used for Jordan's Principle. Jordan's
Principle was named in the 2005 report Wen:de: We
Are Coming to the Light of Day, which exposed the deep
systemic barriers preventing First Nations children from
accessing needed services and supports. In response to
advocacy from Jordan’s family, community, and other
First Nations and supporters, the House of Commons
unanimously passed a motion in 2007 supporting
Jordan'’s Principle.

Jordan’s family with supporters and Member of Parliament,
Jean Crowder, who tabled the Jordan's Principle motion
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Despite the unanimous support from all Members
of Parliament, Canada chose not to properly implement
Jordan'’s Principle, and First Nations children continued
to be denied services due to Canada’s excessively
narrow and restrictive interpretation. In 2016, the
Canadian Human Rights Tribunal (Tribunal) issued a
landmark ruling, finding that Canada is discriminating
against First Nations children in its provision of
services. The Tribunal ordered Canada to stop the
discrimination and prevent it from happening again.
Yet, despite close to 30 legal orders since then, Canada
has still not implemented Jordan's Principle according
to the Tribunal’s orders.

Full implementation of Jordan’s Principle is both a
legal obligation and a requirement for reconciliation.
Jordan's Principle is one of the top Truth and
Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action (Call to
Action #3) and is echoed in the National Inquiry into
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girl's
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Calls for Justice (Call 3.2). These calls emphasize that
equitable access to health, education, and social
services is foundational to reconciliation and justice for
Indigenous peoples in Canada.

In 2025, we celebrate the 20" anniversary of Jordan's
Principle. While some progress has been made, and
Jordan'’s Principle has been life-changing and life-saving
for thousands of First Nations children, much more
needs to be done to end the federal government's
discrimination in implementing Jordan'’s Principle. In
honour of the 20" anniversary of Jordan’s Principle,
people across Canada came together to stand up for
the rights of First Nations children and make this Bear
Witness Day the most bear-rific yet. Celebrated annually
on May 10, Bear Witness Day honours Jordan River
Anderson and his family for the gift of Jordan’s Principle
and invites people of all ages to “bear witness” to ensure
Jordan'’s Principle is fully implemented! Teddy bears
were Jordan's favourite toy.
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This scrapbook highlights some of the many events
that were held in May 2025 to honour the tremendous
impact of Jordan River Anderson'’s life and legacy. The
largest events took place in Winnipeg, Manitoba, and
Ottawa, Ontario. Both are significant locations related
to Jordan's Principle.

In Winnipeg, Sagkeeng Child and Family Services and
Kinosao Sipi Minisowin Agency hosted a Bear Witness
Day parade with Jordan's family as honoured guests.
Premier Wab Kinew delivered a statement in Cree in the
Manitoba legislature honouring Jordan, his family, and
Jordan'’s Principle.

In Ottawa, across the street from the House of
Commons, where Jordan’s Principle was passed
unanimously by Members of Parliament in 2007,

Senators Francis, Audette, Greenwood, Harder,

Klyne, and White joined with the Assembly of Seven
Generations and the Caring Society to host a Bear
Witness Day celebration for elementary and high-school
students at the Senate of Canada. The thoughtful letters
and beautiful drawings created by these students can
be found throughout this scrapbook.

The final section of the scrapbook highlights some
of the many uplifting and impactful celebrations that
took place from coast to coast to coast.

As we look back on 20 years of Jordan's
Principle, and commit to ensuring its full and proper
implementation by Canada, may this scrapbook serve
as a reminder and gesture to honour the tremendous
impact of Jordan River Anderson’s life and legacy.
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Special Thank You

Thank you to the students from Ms. Kathy Schuiteboer’s class at
Pierre Elliot Trudeau Elementary School for creating the beautiful
image on the cover of this scrapbook.
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Le principe de Jordan

Par:Amirouche Mélina

Née le 22 Octobre 1999, Jordan, fils d'une premiére nation n'as
gas pu vivre longtemps. A cause de plusieurs handicaps, a l'age

e 3 ans, les médecins ont déterminé qu'il pouvait aller vivre
chez lui. Mais il avait des besoins médicaux qui coiitaient trés
cher. Les deux gouvernements (fédéral,provincial) refuseaient
de payer. Ce qui a causé un conflit en empéchant Jordan de
rentrer chez lui. Ce désaccord dure 2 ans et c’est ¢a qui
provoque sa mort le 2 Février 2005.

La morale de cette histoire

Jordan est mort sans avoir pu vivre dans une maison, non pas
a cause de ses maladies, mais d’un conflit entre les deux
gouvernements. Sa vie a malheureusement été de l'injustice.
Mais grdce a lui, le principe de Jordan a été créé pour s'assurer
que plus jamais un enfant autochtone ne re€oive pas des soins
essentiels a cause d'une dispute gouvernementale.

En résumé:

Sa mort tragique a permis de sauver d'autres vies, en forgant
le Canada a reconnaitre et corriger une grave injustice.
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May5, 2025
Dear Prime Minister Mark Carney,

Congratulations on winning the elections, my name is Max, | am 11 years old, but|
am probably going to be 12 by the time you read this, | am in 6™ grade at Pierre Elliott
Trudeau Elementary School.

| am writing to inform you that there have been several spills and leaks from oil
pipelines in indigenous communities in Canada. This is very bad because it pollutes the
land and water and because of that the animals die and the meat cannot be eaten, the
water becomes undrinkable and clean water is crucial to survival, and the plants die so no
vegetables or fruit.

Ithink that if we are still to use oil we should go around the indigenous communities
and have supervised sections to be able to fix the leaks as quick as possible.

Also we should rase more awareness to Jordian's Principle because there are lots of
indigenous children with a lack of supplies in healthcare, education, and social services so
we need to give them the supplies they need have proper healthcare, education, and social
services.

If there are already steps being taken to address the issues, maybe you could add
my ideas to them.

Thankyou foryour time, and | hope to hear back from you.

1

A X (e

Maxime




Bear Witness Day in Winnipeg

Sagkeeng Child and Family Services and Kinosao Sipi
Minisowin Agency hosted a Bear Witness Day event in
Winnipeg to honour the 20" anniversary of Jordan’s
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Principle. Jordan River Anderson'’s family collaborated
on the day’s events and were honoured guests. Youth
leader Angel led children, families, and supporters on a

march from The Forks to Memorial
Park, which is across from the
Manitoba Legislature. At the park,
young people and leaders spoke to
the crowd and enjoyed lunch and
an afternoon full of fun activities.

On May 8, Premier Wab Kinew
delivered a statement in the
Manitoba Legislature in Cree. He
honoured Jordan River Anderson,
Jordan’s family, and Jordan'’s
Principle. The statement also
reflected on The Spirit Bear Day Act,
which was passed by the Manitoba
legislative assembly in 2018 to
honour Jordan's memory and
annually recognize the importance
of Jordan’s Principle on May 10.



Premier Wab Kinew’s Speech in Cree

manito maskwa kisikaw

Hon. Wab Kinew (Premier): opikiskwéw,
nipasikon anohc ka-kisikak,ta-wthtaman, mitataht
ka-itakimiht sakipakawi-pisim, oma kisikaw, Spirit
Bear day ka-isi- kiskénihcikaték, é-kisteénihtakwanik,
mina é-kiskisinaniwanik Jordan River Anderson
opimatisiwiniw, ékwa é-ohpinikaték kiskeénihtamowin
awasisak kwyask ta pamihihcik opimatisiwiniwahk,
mina mitoni ta-kisténihtakwak Jordanss Principle.
awa napésis Jordan, kinoséw-sipihk ohci,
Norway House Cree Nation, ispiy ka-nihtawikit
misiweé Ki-isi-animihtaw, misiwé éki-itaspinét, kapé
ka-pimatisit ahkosiwi-kamikohk ki-kanawénimaw,
ina mwac ohci kaskihtacik ta-itasowécik awéna
ta-tipahikéstamawat kisaspin ki-pakitiniht ta-kiweét -
Canada kihci-okimanahk, ahpo Manitoba okimanahk.
ina éki-tasi-ohtami-anwéhtahkik ta-tipahikéstamawacik
opamihihéwiniw, ékwani mwac ohci kiwétahaw
Jordan, ité taki-kanawénimikot mina taki-sttoskakot
onikikwa, owicisana, owahkomakana, mina takt
-wicihikot owici-inintma, maka kapé é-isi-cimasinik
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o-pimatisiwin ki-pamihaw ahkosiwi-kamikohk. ispiy
ka-poni-pimatisit, ki-wanastaniwan Jordanss Principle,
wanasoweéwin, kéhcinac ininiwi-awasisak kwayask
ta-pamihihcik, kahkinaw kékwan é-isi-natawénihtahkik,
pamistakéwina ta-miskahkik - .ta-kiskénihcikaték
aweéna ta-tipahikéstamakét awasisi-pamihiwéwin ohci.

oma kisikaw kika-kiskisinaw mona ina poko
wanasoweéwin, ohci, maka ininiwi-awasisak sakoc
ta-otihtahkihk pamihiwéwin ékwa wicihiwéwin
ka-isi-natawénihtahkik, mona ina ayitaw ta-anwéhtahkik
ta-wicihiwécik onikaniwak.

omisi itastéw Jordanss Principle, mona péyak
awasis ta-kakwatakihtaw mina mona péyak
ta-wanikisitotawaw, péyakwan ta-isi-pamihaw
tapiskoc kotakiyak awasisak. kwayask-itotakéwin
ta-kiskénihtahkik awasisak, ta-kisténimihcik,
ta-mino-pamihihcik kapé&, mino-ayawin asici
nikanénihtakosiwin ta-wapahtahkik kapé.

é-isi-kisteénihtakwahk Jordanss Principle ahpo
Jordan River Anderson opimatisiwin kiskisowin, poko
ta-kanawapahtamahk manotéwak kaki-pé-otinaskécik,
ékwa anihi kaki-nakatamakawiyahkok, poko
mitoni sohki ta-mamawi-atoskatamahk kwayask
ta-pamihihcik ininiwi-awasisak, mona nohta kwayask
ta-kanaweénihcikaténiki otininakosiwiniwawa.
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Honourable Speaker, oma ka-nakiskamahk nisitanaw
askiy aspin kaki-nakataskét Jordan, kisténihtakwaniw
okiskisiwin, opimatisiwn, ékwa kitasotamasonaw tahto
awasis kwayask ta-itdtawayahk, manacihiwéwin ékwa
minwatisiwin, asici kiséwatisiwin ohci.

kiwapahténaw osdhkatisiwiniwaw Jordan
owahkomakana inikohk kaki-atoskatahkik kwayask
ta-itastaniwanik ininiwi-awasisak -pamihiwéwin, kakt
-kéhcinahocik mona wihkac kotak ininiw ta-itapahtahk
kakr-itapahtahkik winawaw. kinanaskomitinawaw
kakT -miniyahk Jordan otacimowin €kwa owinowin,
mino-wahkohtowin ta-kiskénihcikaték, mina
ta-mino-wicéwitoyahk.

asici mina, niwi-kthkayénihtakohanan Dr. Cindy
Blackstock, kaki -wapahtahk Jordan-a kaki-ispanihikonit,
kinwés éki-atoskatahk kwayask ta-isi pamihihcik
ininiwi-awasisak. Dr. Blackstock éki-nikaniskahk, ekt -
kéhcinahot ta-atoskémakahk oma wicihiwéwin misiwé
ota Canada, ta-asték tipahikéwin, kahkinaw awasisak
kwayask ta-pamihihcik.

Jordan kikisténihtakohitinan.

ékosani, kinanaskomitinan.
ékwa kinawaw kahkinaw kinanaskomitinawaw.

Jordan’s Principle 20™ Anniversary Scrapbook

Premier Wab Kinew’s Speech,
translated to English

Honourable Speaker, today, | rise to recognize May 10t
as Bear Witness Day, also known in Manitoba as Spirit
Bear Day - a day to honour the memory of Jordan River
Anderson and to raise awareness about children’s
rights and the importance of Jordan'’s Principle.

Jordan was a young boy from Norway House Cree
Nation born with complex medical needs who spent his
entire life in hospital because governments could not
agree on who should pay for his in-home healthcare
costs. Those delays meant Jordan was never able to
be at home, surrounded by family and his community;
instead, he lived his short life in hospital. After his
passing, Jordan’s Principle was established to ensure
that First Nations children receive the services they
need and do not face gaps, delays or denials, caused by
jurisdictional disputes.

This day reminds us that Jordan’s Principle is more
than a policy-it is a powerful expression of children’s
inherent human rights. It ensures that First Nations
children receive the services and supports they need
without delay and without being caught in jurisdictional
disputes between governments.

19



At its core, Jordan’s Principle affirms that no child
should suffer or be left behind because of systemic
inequalities. It is a tool of justice, designed to uphold
the dignity, health, and wellbeing of children by placing
their needs first - always.

Honouring Jordan's Principle and the memory of
Jordan River Anderson means confronting the legacy of
colonialism and working actively to ensure fairness and
equity for First Nations kids who deserve nothing less
than the full protection of their rights.

Honourable Speaker, as we mark the 20™" anniversary
of his passing, we honour Jordan’s memory, and we
recommit ourselves to treat every child with dignity,
fairness, and compassion.

We recognize the strength and advocacy of Jordan's
family, who pushed for needed changes within public
health systems and who fought to ensure that no other
family would have to endure the same injustice. Thank
you for gifting all of us with Jordan’s story and his name
as a call to action so we can walk in a good way.

And, finally, we also acknowledge Dr. Cindy Blackstock
for her work to ensure Jordan’s experiences show us
how to make things better for First Nations children.

Dr. Blackstock’s leadership across Canada has helped
turn a principle into real action for thousands of children.

20

Jordan, we honour you.
Thank you.
And to all of you, we thank you all.

Anderson family members with Premier Wab Kinew and
supporters at the Manitoba Legislature
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Jordan's father,
Ernest Anderson,
cuts the cake!

L
Photo credit: Charlene Lafreniere
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Children helping to open the Bear Witness celebration
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Youth [eader Angel receives her bear crown
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A7G youth get ready to host!

Jordan’s Principle 20™ Anniversary Scrapbook

Bear Witness Day at the Senate of Canada

On May 10, over 300 students and adults from the
Ottawa-Gatineau region, along with their teddy bears,
came together at the Senate in Ottawa to “bear witness”
and celebrate the 20™ anniversary of Jordan’s Principle.
Students came dressed to the nines, rocking their
bear crowns, blue t-shirts, and friendship bracelets.
We were especially honoured to have students from
Kitigan Zibi elementary school travel over two hours
to join the celebration! After opening remarks from
Kokum Shirley, several students shared their heartfelt
letters and collages that highlighted the importance
of the full implementation of Jordan’s Principle.
Nimkeehns Wemigwans and youth drummers from
Kitigan Zibi shared several songs, while guests took
part in the biggest round dance to ever take place at
the Senate. We were thrilled to host this Bear Witness
Day gathering in partnership with the Assembly of
Seven Generations and Senators Francis, Audette,
Greenwood, Harder, Klyne, and White. Many thanks
to all the students who showed us what it means to
“bear witness"!
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Teddies and bear crowns, oh my!
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Senator Francis receives the gift of a
beaded blue bear pin for his [ong-time
support of Jordan’s Principle

40 Jordan’s Principle 20™ Anniversary Scrapbook



Round dance time!
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Youth drummers from Kitigan Zibi
honoured us with songs
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May 5,2025

Dear Prime Minister Mark Carney
Congratulations on winning the election! | do think you were the best vote for.

Mynameis Khalid #«I% " lam 12 Years old and in grade &, | am form Pierre Elliott
Trudeau Elementary school.

The reason | am writing to you is because of the problem with the indigenous people. |
think that whatis going on is unacceptable and that you must do something aboutit.

I think it is sad that Jordan’s Principle had to become a thing. Itis not fair that a little
boy had to die in a hospital because they couldn't figure out who would pay for his care!
And in schools on reserves, as you know, they get less funding then our school.

I think to start you should give more funding to the schools on reserves.
Iwould like to know if any steps are being taken to fix the issue.
Thank you for your time and | hope you will write back to me soon.

Sincerely

R hiakid
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Bear Witness Day
from Coast to Coast to Coast

From coast to coast to coast, students, teachers, families, and communities came
together to celebrate Bear Witness Day in heartwarming and creative ways. Classrooms
and communities buzzed with excitement as teddy bears took centre stage, joining in
on letter-writing campaigns, story-telling circles, and joyful events filled with arts and
homemade treats.

Whether through baking bear-shaped pancakes, crafting with love, or writing
powerful messages to leaders, people of all ages found meaningful ways to honour
Jordan'’s Principle and stand up for the rights of First Nations children. The celebrations
in the pictures that follow are just a few that took place across Canada on Bear Witness
Day 2025.

Jordan’s Principle 20™ Anniversary Scrapbook 53
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Kids Club made Bear Crowns for Bear
Witness Day at the West Scarborough
Neighbourhood Community Centre, Ontario

Jordan’s Principle 20™ Anniversary Scrapbook



Spirit Bear Picnic with St. Monica’s School,
Ottawa, Ontario

Jordan’s Principle 20™ Anniversary Scrapbook 55



St. John Paul [l Catholic Elementary School
Bear Witness Day, Bolton, Ontario
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SickKids honoured Bear Witness Day with
Grandmother Vivian as Elder-in-Residence,
Toronto, Ontario

Jordan’s Principle 20™ Anniversary Scrapbook 57



Juniper Elementary School Land
Base Education, Bear Witness
Day Activities, Thompson,
Manitoba
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Bear Witness Day in Akwesasne, Ontario
and Quebec

Jordan’s Principle 20™ Anniversary Scrapbook
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Teddy Bear Picnic
and Tea Party
for Bear Witness Day
in Komoka, Ontario

Sir John Franklin ttigh School, Taste of the
North on Bear Witness Day with a special
picnic, Yellowknife, NT

60 Jordan’s Principle 20™ Anniversary Scrapbook
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May 5, 2025

Dear Mr. Camey,

Congratulations on your victory in this election. | am writing to you to address the
inequality between provincially funded schools and schools on reserve. Thisis an
important topic to bring up because schools on reserve get much less funding than regular
public schools which means there is barely any technology, food or even basic school
supplies such as pencils, notebooks, etc. Why is the Canadian government still letting this
happen. As the new Pri minister | think you should be the one trying to fix this because now
you are responsible for the country. You should start putting in more programs and funding
for schools on reserve. So, whatwill you be doing to help fix this. Thank you for your time, |
hope you will do something.
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Dear Mr. Carney,

I need to tell you something very important. | believe that when
people of the first nations where being mistreated, they disserved
more, and what happened during that time was, a boy named
Jordan River Anderson, died because he couldn’t buy anything for
his care, he had no money, his parents faced financial challenges
due to the complex medical needs for their child and the
bureaucratic hurdles in accessing necessary funding. Know there is
a celebration called Jordan’s principal because it was tragic, | don’t
want to see that ever again. | am going to stand up against
mistreatment for first nations people. My Question is, will you?

Sensorially: Joshua
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