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INAC erects portable 
classrooms to be used as 
“temporary” classrooms 
beside contaminated soil. 
(These portables are still 
being used in 2011 and 

are in unacceptable 
condition). 

More Environmental 
Investigations are 

conducted finding the 
school to be 

contaminated with 
toxins harmful to 

human exposure HIGH 
ACTION REQUIRED 

(1994-1999)  
JR Nakogee 

School is 
built (1976) 

25 000 Gallons 
of Oil Leaks into 
the soil near the 
school (1979) 

School is Closed 
Due to 

Contamination 
(2000) 

INAC hires 
Consultants to 

Investigate and Clean 
up measures are 

recommended (1984) 

NO SUBSEQUENT 
ACTION IS TAKEN 

 

The Children of Attiwapiskat 
and teachers get sick from 

exposure to carcinogen-laden 
fumes. 

Evidence of oil in 
school foundation and 

petroleum odour in 
classrooms (1982) 

School is 
demolished 
and toxic 
debris is 

dumped one 
kilometer 
away from 

Attiwapiskat 
homes (2009) 

Shannen dies 
tragically in a 
car accident 

while attending 
school away 
from home 

(2010) 

Shannen 
Koostashin 
and friends 

launch largest 
children’s 

rights 
movement in 

Canadian 
history  

Minister Chuck 
Strahl cancels 
plans to build 

school. (2007) No 
reasons are given. 

Minister 
Andy Scott 
promises to 
build a new 
school but 
nothing is 

done (2005)  

 Minister Robert 
Nault promises 
to build a new 

school but 
nothing is done 

(2000) 

   
Canadian children 

release report to the 
United Nations 
demanding an 

inquiry for First 
Nations Children’s 

Educational 
inequity in Canada 

(2011) 

New school 
is promised 

for 2013 
Up to 30 000 

Gallons of 
Oil leaks into 

the ground  


